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Ignatieff pledges commitment on key issues 
Meets with Ukrainian i. | а ЛЕ яд 
community leaders in Edmonton 


By Marco Levytsky 

Federal Opposition Leader 
Michael Ignatieff pledged his com- 
mitment to several key issues of 
concern to the Ukrainian Canadian 
community at a meeting in 
Edmonton, Feb. 27. 

Speaking at a round table discus- 
sion, organized by Etobicoke Cen- 
tre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj, with 
about 25 representatives of Ukrai- 
nian community organizations at St. 
John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Audito- 
rium, Ignatieff pledged his party’s 
commitment on three critical issues 
should they form the next govern- 
ment of Canada. 

These include: 

г Support for Ukraine’s sover- 
eignty, territorial integrity and mem- 
bership in NATO; 

e Assistance in decreasing 
Ukraine’s energy dependence upon 
Russia by sharing Canada’s nuclear 
technology with Ukraine; and 

e A commitment to the full terms 
of the Acknowledgement, Com- 
memoration and Education (ACE) 
program on redress for the World 
War One internment of Ukrainian 
Canadians, as agreed to with the 
government of Paul Martin in 2005. 
This programs pledged $12.5 mil- 
lion solely to the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian community for use in intern- 
ment educational projects. 

Ignatieff was most emphatic on 
the need to provide territorial secu- 
rity for Ukraine. 

“As prime minister I am not go- 
ing to stand idly by and watch the 
sovereignty and independence of 
Ukraine challenged by anyone,” he 
declared. 

Ignatieff, whose father was an eth- 
nic Russian who fled after the Bol- 
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shevik Revolution, said he always 
supported national independence of 
Ukraine “and have always been 
aware that you have to construct the 
national independence of Ukraine 
right next door to a very powerful a 
very expansionist a very authoritar- 
ian regime, now flexing its muscles 
on its frontiers.” 

He said that he also supported the 
membership of Ukraine in NATO, 
adding that it’s “very important for 
the international community to give 
ironclad guarantee of Ukraine’s sov- 
ereignty and independence.” 

Ignatieff also emphasized his 
family’s ties to Ukraine. “My 
father’s people are buried on Ukrai- 
nian soil.... My father’s people 
spoke the Ukrainian language, 
worked side by side with Ukrainian 
people.” 

His father’s family lost everything 
in the Russia Revolution and under- 
stood in 1917 what the Bolshevik 
Revolution would mean. 

“One link to between my family 
and the Ukrainian community is ac- 
tually we both know what Stalinism 
15 and was” and “we both ended up 
feeling the hammer of Stalinist tyr- 
anny and darkness.” 

When his father came to Canada 
in the late 1920s he worked with 
Ukrainians on the railroads and was 
subjected to the same racial slur of 
“bohunk’, said Ignatieff. 

"Гуєе not always.chosen my 
words wisely, I’ve not always been 
a perfect human being, but no one 
in this room, no one in this room 
should ever doubt my respect and 
affection for the people my father 
worked side by side with in build- 
ing this country,” he noted 

Answering a question from Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress — Alberta 
Provincial Council President Daria 
Luciw on how to deal with 
Holodomor denial, Ignatieff said the 
key issue is the politics of denial. 

“The problem that Ukrainians 
have with this is not simply get the 
Russian to admit that a terrible geno- 
cidal crime, the forced starvation of 
millions of innocent people (was 
committed). The problem is that 
millions of Russian continue to deny 
the reality of Stalinist crimes in their 
own society. So the denial problem 
is...getting Russia to admit that 
Stalin was a monster who extermi- 
nated millions of ethnic Russians,” 
he said. 

“Holodomor denial will end in the 
world when Russia comes to terms 
with its own history.” 

The Russian refusal to face the 
truth about their history is causing 
geopolitical instability and prevent- 
ing the country from integrating into 
the world community, he said. 

“The Germans for all their fail- 
ings have acknowledged and come 
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Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff and Etobicoke Centre MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj hold a round table discussion 
with Ukrainian community leaders in the solarium of St. John’s Auditorium. 


Черговий урок 
патріотизму від поляків 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Президенти України та Польщі Віктор Ющенко і 
Лех Качинський 28 лютого взяли участь у заходах 
з нагоди 65-х роковин трагедії в Гуті Пеняцькій, що 
у Бродівському районі на Львівщині. 28 лютого 1944 
польське село було спалене. За різними підрахун-- 
ками, загинули від 500 до 1000 поляків. Українські 
історики заявляють, що згідно з архівними мате-- 
ріалами, село спалила німецька таємна поліції. Тоді 
як Інститут національної пам'яті Польщі стверджує, 
що поляки закатовані українськими націоналістами. 
На вшанування 65-х роковин від часу трагедії у Гуті 
Пеняцькій прийшли мешканці навколишніх сіл, 
прибула делегація з Польщі, у числі якої були вояки 
Армії Крайової і кілька свідків цієї каральної акції. 

Приїхав із Вроцлава i Мирослав Бернацький pa— 
зом зі своїми дітьми і мамою. Його рідні мешкали у 
селі Гута Пеняцька з давніх-давен. Мамі вдалося 
вижити у цій трагедії, але дідусь і бабуся пана Бер- 
нацького загинули, як і батьки його тата. Мама Mu— 
рослава Бернацького пам'ятала, де саме поховала 
останки своїх батьків і кілька років тому на цьому 
місці рідні встановили хрест. Щороку вони приїжд-- 

У с З ТЯ 5 


У місті Броди на Львівщині Президенти Польщі та України, Лех Качинський та Віктор Ющенко, 


жають на місце колишнього села. 

«Мама 1 батько розповідали завжди нам про цю 
трагедію, і що їм вдалося втекти ще зовсім малими. 
Мама пам'ятає, що окрім німців у цій акції брали 
участь українці з сусіднього села Жарків. Ми зна- 
ємо, що у сусідніх селах ще мешкають наші рідні і 
вони називають себе вже українцями. Це була війна 
і вбивали один одного. Нам треба пам'ятати про 
загиблих, але будувати майбутнє 1, щоб кордон було 
легко проїжджати в обидва боки для обох народів», 
- зазначив Мирослав Бернацький. 

Чоловік не має ненависті у серці до тих, хто вбив 
його рідних, оскільки розуміє, що це була війна. 
Мама відчуває і переживає цей біль і трагедію по- 
іншому. Для Бернацьких дуже важливо, що на місці 
Гути Пеняцької є тепер пам'ятник. 

Протягом року зі шпальт та етерів польських ЗМІ 
не зникала тема трагедії в Гуті Пеняцькій і лунали 
постійні заяви, що у ній винні вояки дивізії СС - 
«Галичина» i УПА. Ветерани Армії Крайової, чима- 
ло польських товариств очікували від президента 
Польщі, що у своїй промові на Львівщині він 
Прод на ст.2 
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Cont. on Page 3 | кладуть вінки перед пам'ятником жертвами більшовицьких репресій, 28 лютого. 


У Севастополі 
протестували проти 
«українізації ефіру» 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Низка сус- 
пільно-політичних сил міста про- 
вела 27 лютого пікетування Се- 
вастопольської регіональної дер- 
жавної тедерадіокомпанії, під час 
якого висловили протест проти 
«українізації ефіру». 

Декілька десятків членів місь- 
кої організації Прогресивної соці- 
алістичної партії України, акти- 
вістів «Російської громади Севас- 
тополя» і «Російського блоку» 
тримали гасла «Де наша рідна ро- 
сійська мова?», «Севастополеві 
таке телебачення не потрібне» та 
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Генеральний директор СРДТРК. 
Олександр Скрипченко в відповідь 
на вимоги пікетників заявив жур- 
налістам, що компанія державна і 
тому дотримувалась і буде дотри- 
муватися чинного і законодавства 
України у сфері ЗМІ, і загального 
законодавства - «У цьому. сенсі 
держтелебачення має бути прик- 
ладом для решти ЗМІ міста», - 
сказав він. 

Скрипченко відзначив, що 
згідно з українським законодав- 
ством громадськість може брати 
участь у формуванні мовної полі- 
тики регіональних ЗМІ шляхом 
звернень до Національної ради 
телебачення і радіомовлення. 
«Жодного звернення на сьогодні 
немає», - сказав гендиректор. 

Відповідно до доповнення 7 до 
ліцензії Національної ради Ук- 
раїни з питань телебачення і радіо- 
мовлення, виданої в грудні 2008 
року, не менш як 75% програм 
СРДТРК має вестися українсь- 
кою мовою (частка програм влас- 
ного виробництва у ТРК стано- 
вить 7 годин). 


ї Бл. п. Стефан Коваль 


В другу болючу річницю 
смерти мого дорогого мужа 
бл. п. Стефана Коваля, який 
відійшов у вічність 

6-го березня 2007 р., 
складаю пожертву 5100.00 на 
пресовий фонд Українських 
Вісті, як нев'янучий вінок 

на могилу Покійого. 

Нехай пам'ять про нього буде 
вічно поміж нами! 


Наталка Коваль з родиною 
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Розсекречення архівів 
СБУ: підготовчий етап 


Ірина Штогрін, Радіо Свобода 

Процес розсекречення архівів СБУ зараз про- 
ходить підготовчий період. Як повідомив керівник 
Галузевого державного архіву СБУ Володимир 
В'ятрович, наразі співробітники архіву підбирають 
для розсекречення документи, що стосуються 
репресій у повоєнний період. Така робота вимагає 
багато зусиль і часу, адже архіви спецслужб не 
призначалися для досліджень. Це підтверджують і 
професійні історики. 

Насправді немає такої людини, яка б достеменно 
знала все про архів радянських спецслужб, про те, 
яка саме інформація, про кого і в яких папках 
зберігається. І не тільки тому, що різні працівники 
у різні часи складали папірці з «осколками» людсь - 
ких доль до різних папок, інші приймали їх під роз- 
писку, перевіряли, а ще інші розкладали у сховищах 
на полицях, - а головне, тому, що репресивна 
система пропустила через себе таку кількість людей, 
що це не може вмістити у своїй пам'яті та свідомості 
будь-яка, навіть найгеніальніша, голова. 

Через це, зокрема, співробітники архіву, викону-- 
ючи указ Президента про розсекречення всіх доку-- 
ментів НКВС-КДБ, зараз зайняті підготовчою 
роботою. Вони розшукують і розбирають за темами 
великі блоки документів, готуючи їх до розсекре- 
чення й вивчення науковцями. 

«Цей архів творився для віднайдення, компроме- 
тації й ліквідації певних людей. Первинна структура 
цього архіву відображає рівень діловодства НКВС- 
КДБ і потреби цих структур. Тому зараз ведеться 
фронтальна перевірка всіх матеріалів, їх темати- 
зують і структурують з тим, щоб документи можна 
було розсекречувати й робити доступними для 
дослідників та громадян», - розповідає керівник 
Галузевого державного архіву СБУ Володимир 
В'ятрович. 


Необхідність такої роботи підтверджує і старший 
науковий співробітник Інституту історії НАНУ, 
викладач Києво-Могилянської Академії Олег Ба- 
жан. Він пояснює, що архів СБУ не має ні карто- 
теки, ні путівників. Робота над структуруванням 
архіву лише розпочалася. 

Бажан працює в архівах уже десятиліття. Саме 
він підготував збірник документів і матеріалів 
«Пам'ять Биківні». Однак він жалкує, що поки не 
знайшов архівного документа, який прямо засвідчує, 
кого саме поховали в Биківні, є лише опосередковані 
документи. 

Так само Олег Бажан усе ще сподівається знайти 
документальне пояснення того, чому Сталін вирішив 
виселити кримських татар. Такий документ дослід- 
ник довго, але безрезультатно шукав і в Україні, і в 
Росії, готуючи збірник документів про кримсько - 
татарський рух із 1940 по 1980 роки. Зараз Олег 
Бажан досліджує в архівах так зване «мовне 
питання». 

На його думку, пошук в архівах схожий на 
риболовлю: можна просидіти день і навіть багато 
днів - і нічого не зловити. 

«Це наполеглива й копітка праця. Треба «пере-- 
лопачувати» сотні документів, щоб знайти «крихту 
істини». Це як викладання мозаїки, мов складання 
«пазлів». Тільки ці «пазли» ще потрібно знайти. Для 
цього треба мати велику наполегливість, певні 
знання й особливу інтуїцію», - каже Олег Бажан. 

Історики чекають можливості отримати доступ 
до підібраних та розсекречених документів архіву 
СБУ. Але співробітникам архіву «не вистачає рук» 
для забезпечення цього попиту. 

Між тим на розгляд парламенту внесений 
законопроект, який передбачає скорочення удвічі 
бюджетного фінансування Служби безпеки України 
на 2009 рік. 


Черговий урок 
патріотизму від поляків 


Прод із ст. 1 5 
заявить, що поляки загинули від рук українських 
націоналістів. 

Український науковець Микола Литвин каже, 
немає жодного польського, німецького, єврейського, 
українського архівного документу, який би стверд- 
жував причетність вояків УПА до цієї трагедії, а 
дивізія СС «Таличана» не могла бути, бо лише у цей 
час формувалась. Правда, у німецькій таємній полі - 
ції служили українці, зрештою у ній були і поляки, 
зауважив Микола Литвин. Гуту Пеняцьку спалили 
німецькі каральні загони після того, як 23 лютого 
1944 долі в бою проти «польсько-більшовицьких 
відділів» загинули кілька німецьких поліцейських. 
27 лютого карателі увійшли до села і наступного 
дня його спалили, зазначив історик. 

Президент Лех Качинський не звинуватив жодним 
словом українців у цій каральній трагедії. Він 
наголосив, що уже ніколи «поляк i українець не 
стануть один проти одного». Також Лех Качинський 
заявив, що польська та українська сторони висту-- 
пають проти оббріхування і фальшування історії і 
згадав численні польські села на території України, 
де загинули поляки і українські села в Польщі, де 
були замордовані українці. 

Чимало депутатів Львівської облради напередодні 
закликали Віктора Ющенка не брати участі у захо- 
дах в Гуті Пеняцькій, щоб тим самим не узаконювати 
позицію Інституту національної пам'яті Польщі і 
польських ЗМІ про те, що нібито українці винні у 
трагедії. 

Промова українського Президента під час вшану-- 
вання була імпровізованою. Віктор Ющенко не зачи-- 
тав текст, який йому підготували. Він пояснив свою 
присутність у Гуті Пеняцькій тим, що 1 Президент 
Польщі Лех Качинський стояв поруч із ним у 
Павлокомі, коли вшановували роковини вбивства 
українців у роки війни на польських теренах. 

Віктор Ющенко наголосив, що за радянського ча-- 
су «було докладено багато зусиль, щоб між україн-- 
цями та поляками у відносинах закріпилися стерео-- 
типи, що нав'язувалися комуністичними режи-- 
мами». Обидва президенти у трагедії в історії 


українського і польського народів звинуватили два 
режими: нацистський і більшовицький. 

Перед початком заходу представники ВО «Свобо- 
ди» неподалік пам'ятника загиблим полякам провели 
свій мітинг і освятили хрест, встановлений на 
пам'ять 2 замордованих українців польськими 
вояками. Однак вони не переривали своїми вигуками 
виступів президентів, як це обіцяли напередодні. 

По обидва боки українсько-польського кордону 
уже впорядковано по 15 місць загибелі українців і 
поляків. Хоча список таких місць доволі довгий. 
Надто багато людської крові було пролито в роки 
Другої світової війни, коли брат ішов на брата, а 
сусід Ha сусіда. Особливо великі трагедії відбувались 
на Волині. Люди, які мешкали поруч, допомагали 
один одному, одружувались, ходили в гості, не заду-- 
мувались, хто поляк, а хто українець. Але часто ста- 
валося так, що упродовж однієї доби ставали воро-- 
гами і йшли один проти одного зі зброєю. Такі 
протистояння зумисно були спровоковані різними 
силами і кожен переслідував власну мету за рахунок 
крові невинних людей. 

Після відкриття польських військових поховань 
у Львові на Личаківському цвинтарі 4 роки тому, 
польська сторона більш прихильно ставиться до 
впорядкування місць загибелі українців на території 
Польщі. Між обома сусідніми державами підписана 
урядова угода, згідно з якою визначені місця які 
впорядковуватимуть на теренах України та Польщі. 

Інститут Національної пам'яті Польщі працює 
дуже чітко і злагоджено, на всі проекти польський 
уряд виділяє фінансування і польські науковці цієї 
установи проводять великі публічні розмови довкола 
кожного місця загибелі українців на теренах Укра- 
їни. Натомість українці здебільшого пригадують про 
сторінки кривавого минулого, коли поляки орга- 
нізовують черговий патріотичний захід за своїми 
загиблими земляками. 

Ба більше, навіть у Львові, коли був відновлений 
польський «цвинтар орлят» на Личакові, далі скан-- 
далів справа так і не дійшла до побудови справді гід-- 
ного і величного пам'ятника загиблим українським 
воякам. 
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Ignatieff pledges commitment on Key issues 


Cont. fromPage 1 
to terms with their past in ways that 
have allowed them to reintegrate 
into the international community,” 
said Ignatieff 

As prime minister of Canada he 
would go to Russia and make a pub- 
lic speech, as someone of Russian 
origin, telling Russians that if they 
want to live at peace with their 
neighbours and with themselves, they 
have to face the truth about their past. 

Responding to a question from 
Taras Shevchenko Foundation 
President Andriy Hladyshevsky 
about the aggressive attitude of 
Putin’s Russia, Ignatieff repeated his 
assertions about the need for NATO 
membership for Ukraine, adding 
such guarantees would have to be 


“gold standard”. 

Asked by Ukrainian Canadian So- 
cial Services President Bill Diachuk 
about the problems temporary work- 
ers from Ukraine have in getting 
visas for their families, Ignatieff 
passed the floor to Wrzesnewskyj 
who noted that since the Conserva- 
tive government cut staffing at the 
Kyiv Embassy by one third this has 
had a “funnel effect”, increasing 
waiting times and reducing immi- 
gration levels accordingly. 

He added that his own parents 
came to Canada under contract af- 
ter the Second World War. “At that 
time we knew there would be a cost 
of we separated families.” 

Upon being presented with books 
and journals by Dr. Zenon Kohut, 


Director of the Canadian Institute of 
the Ukrainian Studies at the Univer- 
sity of Alberta, and Dr. Frank Sysyn, 
Director, Peter Jacyk Centre for 
Ukrainian Research at the CIUS, 
Ignatieff praised the work of Cana- 
dian academics in keeping Ukrai- 
nian history alive when it was for- 
bidden in other countries. 

In opening the discussion, 
Wrzesnewskyj referred to it as an 
“historic meeting” taking place on 
the initiative of Ignatieff and the first 
such meeting of substance with a 
multicultural community, since 
Ignatieff became leader. 

“That should underline the impor- 
tance that Michael places on the re- 
lationship that we have with the 
Ukrainian community,” he said. 


Ignatieff would push U.S., U.K. for security 
guarantees should NATO not go oer 


(UkrNews)—As prime minister, 
he would use Canada’s influence 
with the United States and Great 
Britain to get those countries to pro- 
vide additional security guarantees 
for Ukraine, should that country’s 
NATO membership not be ap- 
proved, Liberal Leader Michael 
Ignatieff told Ukrainian News in an 
exclusive interview, Feb. 27. 

Ignatieff spoke with Ukrainian 
News Editor Marco Levytsky at St. 
John’s Auditorium, following his 
historic meeting with the Ukrainian 
community. 

Levytsky noted that Ukraine 
signed a four-party agreement with 
Russia, the United States and the 
United Kingdom promising to guar- 
antee Ukraine’s sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity upon giving up it’s 
nuclear weapons in 1994, though 
there were no concrete obligations 
made in that agreement. 

But following Russia’s war in 
Georgia last year, some Ukrainian 
deputies have asked the U.S. and 
U.K to provide such concrete guar- 
antees, as co—signatories of that 
agreement. 

“Considering Canada’s traditional 
diplomatic role as linchpin between 
the U.S. and the U.K., developed in 
the 1940s and 1950s by Lester B. 
Pearson, with whom your father 
worked so closely, would you, as 
Prime Minister of Canada, be will- 
ing to help facilitate such guaran- 
tees?” he queried. 

Ignatieff relied that the best guar- 
antee for Ukraine’s security is 
NATO membership, at which point 
Levytsky asked what happens if 
NATO membership is not forthcom- 
ing as there are some obstacles to 
that membership coming from some 
current NATO members. 

“Lcan’t bind the United States and 
Great Britain, but if the sense of the 
question is can Canada use its in- 
fluence with those two countries, the 
answer is yes, Canada should use its 
influence to make sure that if NATO 
membership is not possible, we 
should find other way to guarantee 
Ukraine’s (territorial) integrity, we 
should do that,” Ignatieff replied. 

(The full interview will be broad- 
cast on the Ukrainian Program on 
World FM, 101.7, on March 18 be- 
tween 5 and 6 pm MDT. Readers 
outside Edmonton can catch the si- 
multaneous streaming on World 
FM’s website <www.worldfm.ca> at 
4-Spm PDT, 5-6pm MDT and CST, 
6-7pm CDT, 7-8pm EDT and 8-9pm 
ADT. It will also be available on the 
World FM website’s archives for one 
week following the broadcast.) 

Asked about the cutbacks in the 
consular staff at Canada’s Embassy 


Michael Ignatieff and Marco Levytsky. 


in Kyiv, Ignatieff noted that 
Etobicoke Centre MP Borys 
Wrzesnewsky] has done a very good 
job of raising awareness of this is- 
sue and added: 

“Ukrainians have been fantastic 
citizens of Canada and if there is 
very strong demand from Kyiv to 
come to Canada, I can’t understand 
why we are making it so difficult, 
50 we need to reinvest in that con- 
sulate, give it the resources that it 
needs in order to make it easier for 
Ukrainians to come to Canada.” 

Asked about the possibility of 
Canada signing a free trade agree- 
ment with Ukraine similar to those 
already in place with Israel, Costa 
Rica and Chile, Ignatieff replied” 

“A party like ours is a great be- 
liever in free trade and І think it 
would be good for both of our coun- 
tries. Absolutely.” 

Asked about support for cultural 
programs, Ignatieff reiterated his 
full support for all the internment 
redress agreement reached with the 
government of Paul Martin in 2005 
and said he would increase funding 
for academic exchanges between 
Canada and Ukraine. 

“Canadian Ukrainians kept the 
flame of Ukrainian national con- 
sciousness and language alive dur- 
ing periods of tyranny. Now that 
both countries are free it would be a 
shame if these exchanges weren’t 
developed,” he said. 

Asked whether his views on 
Ukrainians and Ukraine changed in 
any Way since the book “Blood and 
belonging”, which aroused a nega- 
tive reaction from members of the 
Ukrainian community, was written 
in 1992, Ignatieff replied it had not 
changed in any fundamental way 
because he always been a defender 
of the national independence of 
Ukzaine. 

“Some remarks I made led people 
to think wrongly that I subscribe to 
prejudices against the Ukrainian 
people”. but these were meant to be 
ironic he explained. 

“T think there are things that I wish 


I had said better because they cre- 
ated a misunderstanding,” said 
Ignatieff, adding: 

“What I discovered was that some 
of the formulations I used in 1992 
were misunderstood and if I gave 
offense I can only apologize and 
express my regret.” 
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“T know that going forward he will 
stand shoulder to shoulder with us 
on those issues of concern as they 
relate to Canada-Ukraine relations,” 
said Wrzesnewskyj. 

Speaking with World FM Pro- 
gram Director Roman Brytan on his 
Ukrainian Program later that day, 
Wrzesnewskyj said the meeting was 
well received by all those present. 

“Mr. Ignatieff laid out all his cards 
as to his position, on policies as to 


Ukrainian Canadians and Ukraine’s 
relations with Canada, if he were to 
become Prime Minister of Canada.” 

Wrzesnewskyj added that the 
meeting took place in Edmonton 
because of the sizeable Ukrainian 
population and because Ignatieff 
had a number of events to attend to 
during his visit, but that he would 
hold similar meetings with Ukrai- 
nian communities in Toronto and 
Winnipeg. 
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У Закарпатті епідемія | В лада думає, як заощадити 
на собі і нікого не образити 


крадіжок у банках 


Надія Петрів, Радіо Свобода 

У Закарпатській області дедалі частіше грабують бан- 
ківські установи. Правоохоронці кажуть, причин цього 
кілька, і серед них далеко не останнє місце займає еконо- 
мічна криза та погіршення криміногенної ситуації в дер- 
жаві. Але нерідко винні й самі фінансові установи. 

Банківські установи - наче цукерки без обгортки для 
злочинців. Таке порівняння наводять правоохоронці, 
розповідаючи, що банки в Закарпатті дуже часто притя- 
гують криміналітет тим, що не мають охорони. НІ гратів 
на вікнах, ні елементарної сигналізації - через це грабують 
такі установи дедалі частіше. І якщо за весь минулий 2008- 
ий рік в області вчинено сотню спроб пограбувань банків, 
то вже за два місяці поточного року — більше двох десятків. 

У міліції нарікають - банкірам шкода грошей на охо-- 
рону, каже начальник управління Державної служби 
охорони при Головному управління МВС у Закарпатті 
полковник Олександр Конюшок: «Як показує практика, 
у більшості випадків злочинні посягання вчиняються щодо 
тих об'єктів, які взагалі не охороняються, технічний стан 
яких не відповідає вимогам постанови Національного 
банку України, або охороняються не державними OXOPOH— 
ними підприємствами». 

Правоохоронці пов'язують зростання спроб пограбувань 
банків у першу чергу зі складною економічною ситуацією. 
Кажуть, зростає кількість безробітних, жити за щось усім 
їм потрібно, тому і йдуть на правопорушення. 

З іншого боку, в державі загалом спостерігається зміц-- 
нення матеріально-технічної бази злочинних угруповань, 
а ще - з місць позбавлення волі звільняється багато 
засуджених. Та банкіри мають свої аргументи. Каже один 
з них, В'ячеслав: «Нерідко все залежить не від нас, ми на 
місцях нічого в контексті охорони вирішити не можемо, 
оскільки низка питань вирішується виключно на цент- 
ральному рівні. Але є й інший бік проблеми: якщо ще мож-- 
на в приміщенні встановити сигналізацію, а її, AK виявля-- 
ється, нескладно вимкнути, то є в нашій області такі Hace— 
лені пункти, приміром, у горах, де немає взагалі охоронних 
агентств. Тому забезпечити охорону буває важко». 

Та поки банкіри наводять свої аргументи, в міліції 
проводять інспектування фінансових закладів. Уже 
цьогорічна перевірка засвідчила невтішні результати: з 
перевірених понад п'яти сотень банківських установ 245 
практично не охороняються. А це означає: грабіжникам 
ледь не дають ключі від сейфів до рук. 


"МогОие5і 


Тетяна Ярмощук, Радіо Свобода 

Порожні балачки чи реальна перспектива? Чи підуть 
депутати та чиновники на скорочення своїх зарплат та 
пенсій? Про це періодично говорять і парламентські чини, 
і представники Секретаріату Президента... Чергове слово 
за Кабінетом Міністрів. Цього разу Прем'єр Тимошенко 
висловилася за скорочення зарплат високопосадовцям 
втричі. 

Почалося все із заборгованості зарплат на державних 
підприємствах, яка сьогодні перевищила 340 мільйонів 
гривень. Під час наради Прем'єр-міністр Юлія Тимошенко 
заявила: якщо у березні хоча б одне міністерство не 
погасить борг, його працівники залишаться без зарплати, 
а міністри - без роботи. 

Пані Тимошенко також виступила з ініціативою 
скоротити втричі заробітні плати чиновникам та скасувати 
пільги для народних депутатів. При цьому вона навіть 
пригрозила: якщо це питання не включать до порядку 
денного, БЮТ блокуватиме парламентську трибуну. 

«Ми будемо кожен день вимагати ставити питання щодо 
скасування пільг для народних депутатів. І якщо не буде 
набиратися голосів, ми будемо доводити до кожної людини 
в країні, депутати якої фракції не голосують за повне 
скасування пільг для народних депутатів. І тоді на наступ- 
ний день будемо блокувати трибуну і знову вимагати 
скасування пільг для народних депутатів», - зазначила 
Юлія Тимошенко, 2 березня. 

Щоправда, згодом голова фракції Іван Кириленко 
заявив, що БЮТ не блокуватиме роботу парламенту навіть 
якщо ці питання не внесуть до порядку денного: 

Реакція ж Секретаріату Президента не забарилася. 
Заяви Юлії Тимошенко Віктор Балога назвав черговою 
виставою. 3a його словами, скорочення зарплат чинов- 
ників - це виключна прерогатива уряду. Для цього 
потрібно просто внести зміни до чинних постанов Кабміну. 

При цьому Пан Балога наголосив, що на виконання 
рішення РНБО наприкінці минулого року було на чверть 
скорочено штат, який забезпечує діяльність Президента. 
Лише із Секретаріату Президента, апарату Радбезу та 
Державного управління справами звільнили близько 200 
працівників. Натомість, каже Віктор Балога, уряд додат- 
ково ввів 30 посад заступників міністрів і 20 голів дер- 
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жавних комітетів, утримання яких державі щомісяця 
обходиться десятки мільйонів гривень. 

Раніше ініціатива щодо скасування пільг депутатам та 
обмеження пенсій деяким категоріям громадян лунала i 
від Секретаріату Президента. За словами заступника голо - 
ви президентської канцелярії Олександра Шлапака, такий 
крок дозволив би заощадити близько 400 мільйонів 
гривень. Щоправда, до реєстрації відповідного законопро-- 
екту у парламенті, і навіть у профільному комітеті не 
дійшло. Та і серед пересічних депутатів немало против-- 
ників відміни пільг. 

Представник Партії регіонів Ярослав Сухий перекона-- 
ний: скасування депутатських пільг не надто допоможе 
фінансуванню бюджетної дірки. 

«Якщо би навіть всі колишні депутати повмирали, від 
того бюджет би не поправився. Пенсії колишніх народних 
депутатів становлять 0,098. I так само з тими пільгами, 
які, особисто мене вже дістали і нервують. Так, я не буду 
депутатом, то піду назад на кафедру політології. А є такі 
люди, які нікуди не підуть. У Запоріжжя моє рідне мене 
приймуть. Але якщо він був від Запоріжжя, але працював 
на «помаранчевих», то йому тут більше робити немає 
чого», - зауважив Ярослав Сухий. 

До речі, закон про скасування пільг уже був ухвалений 
- ще у 2007 році, розпущеним парламентом. Але, на підпис 
Президенту він так i не потрапив. 

Що ж стосується скорочення ешелону чиновників, то 
воно і справді сьогодні відбувається, зазначив в інтерв'ю 
Радіо Свобода завідувач кафедри політичної аналітики i 
прогнозування Національної академії держправління при 
Президенті Сергій Телешун. Однак користі від такого 
скорочення немає: 

«Важливо провести не формальне скорочення, а якісне. 
Якщо громадянин платить податки, то будь-яке скорочен-- 
ня відбувається не формально, а якісно. Тобто, всі знають 
за що скоротили, як скоротили, і яка користь від цього 
скорочення. Я поки що якості не бачив», - каже Сергій 
Телешун. 

Допоки ж чиновники сперечаються кому які пільги 
скасувати чи кому урізати оклад, заборгованість по 
зарплатах населенню продовжує зростати. Станом на | 
лютого вона збільшилася майже на 36%. 
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Naftogaz raid raises concern 
about new round of gas war 


By Bruce Pannier 

(RFE/RL)—Concerns about the 
flow of Russian natural gas to Eu- 
rope have been raised once again af- 
ter agents from Ukraine’s state secu- 
rity service raided the offices of state 
gas company Naftogaz as part of an 
alleged corruption investigation. 

A similar raid was attempted on 
March 5 at a Naftogaz subsidiary. 

Masked and heavily armed, 
agents from the Security Service of 
Ukraine (SBU) burst into Nafotgaz 
headquarters on March 4. The SBU, 
which is loyal to President Viktor 
Yushchenko, was acting on orders 
from the Ukrainian leader to inves- 
tigate alleged corruption. 

Yushchenko spokeswoman Iryna 
Vannykova has defended the raid, 
saying the use of armed SBU agents 
was necessary. 

“The actions of the SBU are quite 
tough, as is required by the circum- 
stances of this case. The president 
is confident that it is necessary to 
show resolve and firmness in inves- 
tigating abuses,’ Vannykova said. 

Among the items seized during 
the raid were documents related to 
some 11 billion cubic meters of gas 
that is the former property of 
RosUkrEnergo, the murky company 
that until recently served as the in- 
termediary in gas deals between 
Russia and Ukraine. 

RosUkrEnergo lost that role in 
January, when Ukraine’s Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko struck a new 
gas deal with Russia that eliminated 
the need for an intermediary. 

That deal ended a protracted pric- 
ing feud between Moscow and Kyiv 


SBU agents look over documents in Naftogaz headquarters 


that cut off gas shipments to more 
than a dozen European countries 
during a bitterly cold winter. 

But it has since raised questions 
about the fate of the large gas sur- 
plus that RosUkrEnergo was hold- 
ing at the time. 

An SBU spokeswoman, Marina 
Ostapenko, said the March 4 raid 
was tied to suspicions that Naftogaz 
had improperly seized the 
RosUkrEnergo supplies, which was 
worth an estimated $900 million. 

“This incident] doesn’t need to 
be blown out of proportion. These 
are ordinary investigative actions, 
absolutely ordinary investigative 
actions in the framework of Ukrai- 
nian law,” Ostapenko said. 

Tymoshenko alleged the SBU raid 
was an attempt by RosUkrEnergo to 


seize gas supplies from Naftogaz in 
order to “paralyze” the country’s 
gas-distribution service. The prime 
minister, who is locked in a long- 
term political rivalry with 
Yushchenko, claims there are links 
between the president and 
RosUkrEnergo. 
Tymoshenko has appealed to the 
parliament to suspend the investiga- 
tion. But SBU agents continued their 
work on March 5 with an attempted 
raid at a Naftogaz subsidiary, 
UkrTransGaz, the company that 
oversees Ukraine’s gas pipelines. 
Ukrtransgaz official say SBU in- 
vestigators later left the building 
without any documents. 
RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service direc- 
tor Irena Chalupa contributed to 
this report 


Foreign minister sacked by Parliament 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine’s 
pro-Western foreign minister was dis- 
missed by Parliament on March 3 af- 
ter a group of lawmakers loyal to 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
joined forces with pro-Russian oppo- 
sition groups to back the motion. 

Iryna Vannikova, a spokeswoman 
for President Viktor Yushchenko, 
said the dismissal of Volodymyr 
Ohryzko was “untimely and un- 
grounded.” 

“Tt absolutely makes no sense to 
weaken the country’s foreign policy 
and to create new sources of ten- 
sions just in the middle of the eco- 
nomic crisis,” Vannikova said. 

The motion was approved by 250 
lawmakers, including 49 lawmakers 
loyal to Tymoshenko, in the 450-seat 
Parliament. 

Tymoshenko said March 3 she 
was happy with the dismissal of 
Ohryzko. 

“As the minister, Ohryzko did not 
suit me radically,’ Tymoshenko 
said. “This is a person that is not pro- 
fessional, a person that has been 
making provocations against the 
government.” 

Ohryzko, at the pressure from the 
pro-Russian Regions Party, on 
March 3 addressed lawmakers on 
the recent U.N. court ruling estab- 
lishing maritime border between 
Ukraine and Romania. 

But the timing of the grilling sug- 
gested that Ohryzko may have been 
really targeted for recently warning 
Russian Ambassador Viktor 
Chernomyrdin on possible expul- 
sion following to his recent rude re- 
marks about Ukraine. 

The vote shows that there may be 
a pro-Russian majority emerging in 
Parliament that would change 
Ukraine’s foreign policy away from 


being pro-Western. 

“The majority in Parliament and 
the next president of Ukraine are 
leaning towards pro-Russian 
policy,” Ihor Popov, the head of the 
Committee of Ukrainian Voters, 
said. “Anyway, over the past months 
the policy has been moving away 
from the Western vector towards the 
Eastern one.” 


Join our 39th Annual 


Our Ukraine-People’s Self-de- 
fense, Tymoshenko’s coalition part- 
ner, on March 3 criticized the dis- 
missal of Ohryzko. 

Taras Stetskiv, an Our Ukraine 
lawmaker, said that Tymoshenko 
has been probably seeking to in- 
crease cooperation with the Regions 
Party and perhaps even to create a 
new coalition. 
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Ignatieff meeting 
truly historic 


It was, as MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj put it, an historic meeting. It was 
the first substantive round table discussion Michael Ignatieff had with any 
ethnocultural community since becoming leader of the Official Opposi- 
tion, and he held it with Edmonton’s Ukrainian community. What makes 
it even more significant is that there had been animosity towards him from 
some elements of the Ukrainian community in the past. 

To his credit, Ignatieff addressed the issue of “Blood and Belonging” 
head on. When asked directly about that book during the interview with 
this newspaper he stated that what he had written was meant to be ironic, 
a point with which we, having read that chapter, agree. Whether he ad- 
equately addressed the statements he made in the form of a rhetorical 
question in actuality amounts to nothing more than academic hair-split- 
ting. Ss Ignatieff himself told this newspaper: 71 think there are things that 
I wish I had said better because they created a misunderstanding... What 
I discovered was that some of the formulations I used in 1992 were mis- 
understood and if I gave offense I can only apologize and express my 
regret.” What more could you ask of him? As far as we are concerned, he 
has addressed that question honestly, so it’s time we, in the Ukrainian 
community, buried the issue of “Blood and Belonging” once and for all, 
and moved on towards those issues that concern us today. 

And here, we feel, he more than met our expectations. Ignatieff made 
very firm commitments on the issues of security for the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Ukraine, on Canada’s help in decreasing Ukraine’s 
energy dependence upon Russia and on full funding for the Ukrainian 
Canadian community internment projects as agreed to with the Paul Mar- 
tin administration in 2005. On the issue of security for the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Ukraine, he agreed to consider other options 
should NATO membership not be forthcoming. (We will be addressing 
this issue separately in the next editorial.) 

Ignatieff made it very clear on where he stands on the increasingly bel- 
ligerent behaviour of Putin’s Russia and where he stands on Russians hav- 
ing to honestly face the truth about their past and come to grips with their 
history if they are to integrate into the international community — much 
like post-war Germany did. 

When asked about the issue of immigration from Ukraine, in particular 
the difficulties of obtaining visas, he deferred to Wrzesnewskyj, noting 
the great deal of work he has done in making the caucus aware of the 
situation at the Canadian consular office in Kyiy. This shows he respects 
Wrzesnewskyj’s expertise on key issues and is willing to give him a voice. 
It is also significant that Ignatieff took the initiative in calling for a meet- 
ing with the Ukrainian community and asked Wrzesnewskyj to organize 
it. We trust that this respect for Wrzesnewskyj’s expertise will extend to 
the foreign policy field and provide this MP with a meaningful role in 
assisting the caucus on issues which affect Central and Eastern Europe. 

This will take on a particularly critical dimension this month as we ap- 
proach NATO’s upcoming summit (April 2-4). The role of the Opposition 
will be to provide thoughtful, constructive and non-partisan initiatives for 
the Government to consider. When it comes to Eastern European issues, 
in particular Ukraine’s security and the growing belligerence of Putin’s 
Russia, we know no one better suited for this role than Wrzesnewskyj. 

Once more, Ignatieff’s meeting with our community was truly historic 
and, as we understand, it will be followed up by other such meetings in 
Toronto and Winnipeg. We welcome that and we are most appreciative of 
the commitments that have been made. We now look forward to their 
implementation. 
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NATO-Ukraine Partnership 
hobbled ahead of summit 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation) —NATO’s most ambitious, 
most highly developed, and for a time most promising 
partnership, the one with Ukraine, is sliding backward 
despite efforts at NATO headquarters to keep it on track. 
Ukrainian authorities and certain West European goy- 
ernments within NATO share responsibility for the 
backsliding. The alliance’s upcoming summit (April 2 
to 4) will have to book this setback among a host of 
others that confound NATO on its 60th anniversary. 

The pre-summit meeting of 26 allied Defense Min- 
isters held on Feb. 19 and 20 in Cracow reviewed this 
troubled partnership in a revamped NATO-Ukraine 
Commission in the 26 + 1 format. Chairing the pro- 
ceedings, NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop 
Scheffer gave assurances of “continue[d] support for 
Ukraine’s [defense sector] reforms and preparations for 
NATO membership.” The Commission would monitor 
the implementation of Ukraine’s defense sector reforms 
and focus on the first Annual National Program (ANP) 
in that regard. “We are determined to continue to de- 
velop this strategic partnership,” de Hoop Scheffer as- 
sured the Ukrainian delegation. 

Others struck a different note, however. German De- 
fense Minister Franz-Josef Jung made it clear at the 
Cracow ministerial meeting that Berlin did not want 
ANPs with membership-oriented content for Ukraine 
and Georgia. France was even blunter. During NATO’s 
recent Security Conference in Munich, French Presi- 
dent Nicolas Sarkozy took aim at Ukraine and NATO’s 
open door in one swipe: “If you see the light in the 
window, it does not mean that you must go knocking 
at the door”. 

Such remarks undermine the credibility of the 
alliance’s official Open Door Policy and can compro- 
mise the chances of NATO-assisted reform efforts in 
Ukraine. At the Cracow meeting, Ukrainian Defense 
Minister Yuriy Yekhanuroy reminded the assembled 
defense ministers, “It is extremely important to main- 
tain the principle of NATO’s open door, which gives 
individual [aspirant] countries their chance to have their 
security guaranteed”. 

Ukraine’s defense and security sector reforms have 
been stalled since 2005 amid the Orange crisis of insti- 
tutions (confounding the hopes invested in the Orange 
project) and seem to have run out of resources since 
the onset of the economic crisis in late 2008 in Ukraine. 
The country’s defense budget has declined to 0.8 per- 
cent of GDP in 2008 and 2009, the lowest level since 
Ukraine became independent, according to Ukrainian 
officials during the Cracow ministerial meeting. Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko lamented this situation, with- 
out suggesting remedies, in remarks broadcast on Air 
Defense Forces Day. Even Ukraine’s sole airborne bri- 
gade has had its gas supply cut off because of debts 


and is now using wood stoves. 

“The crisis has hit Ukraine very hard, the times are 
dire,” de Hoop Scheffer acknowledged. But even this 
situation would not justify delays in the financing of 
military reforms. Maintaining its bloated, obsolete mili- 
tary forces would ultimately cost Ukraine much more 
than reforming the forces. Ukraine’s Defense Ministry 
is trying to preserve the existing level of troop contri- 
butions to NATO-led peacekeeping missions in Kosovo 
and several African countries. The ministry intends, 
however, to reduce considerably the number of in-coun- 
try troop exercises and air force flights in 2009. 

Ukraine remains the only NATO partner that has con- 
sistently participated in all of the alliance’s operations 
and missions over the years, with indispensable con- 
tributions in some cases. Meanwhile, an absolute ma- 
jority of Ukraine’s population does not want the coun- 
try to join NATO as a member. Such a disjunction is 
unique to Ukraine and the NATO-Ukraine relationship. 
For another unique discrepancy, NATO shows far 
greater interest in political relations with Russia than 
with Ukraine, even as Russia obstructs while Ukraine 
materially supports NATO’s goals and policies. 

At the Cracow ministerial meeting, Yekhanurov as- 
sured NATO that “Ukraine’s chosen course to join the 
Euro-Atlantic community is beyond question”. As a 
Yushchenko loyalist, however, Yekhanurov cannot 
speak for the majority of Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko’s government, let alone a majority of the 
parliament. 

Tymoshenko is now distancing herself from the goal 
of membership in NATO. In her speech at NATO’s 
Security Conference in Munich she cited Russia’s op- 
position to that goal and the split in Ukrainian public 
opinion regarding NATO. On that basis she argued that 
Ukraine’s best option would be to join some kind of 
all-European collective security system in which Rus- 
sia would also be a full participant. As she prepares to 
enter the presidential election campaign later this year, 
Tymoshenko is clearly and inevitably backtracking on 
her earlier support for Ukrainian membership in NATO. 

In this situation it may not be surprising that Kyiv 
has been slow to develop the Annual National Plan for 
2009. The Cracow ministerial meeting “tried to stimu- 
late the Ukrainian Defense Ministry and other relevant 
authorities to proceed with drafting and completing the 
ANP” .U.S. Defense Secretary Robert Gates suggested 
to the Ukrainian government to reach an internal con- 
sensus about the next steps in this regard. 

Recouping at least some of the earlier momentum in 
NATO-Ukraine relations does not seem possible be- 
fore NATO reaches internal consensus on the scope 
and pace of Ukrainian ANPs and before Ukraine’s presi- 
dential elections, that is to say, probably not for an- 
other year. 


Ukraine’s leaders bite the bullet 


By Olga Romanova 

(RFE/RL) —It is now clear that of all the countries 
close to the point at which a crisis becomes a complete 
collapse, Ukraine is closest of all. 

A couple of gas wars with Russia; sharp declines in 
demand for, and prices of, metals, coal, and heavy ma- 
chinery and equipment; and the country’s domestic 
political disputes have done considerable damage. Pro- 
duction has fallen by 34 percent compared to January 
2008, while inflation is running at an annual rate of 23 
percent. Ukraine may be facing default. 

You can say what you like about the mistakes of the 
Ukrainian leadership (and there have been many), but 
Ukraine was knocked out by the gas war and the glo- 
bal economic crisis. 

At the same time, it is impossible to say that Russia’s 
economic situation looks significantly better than its 
neighbor’s. In general things are a little better for now, 
and for now Russia is a little richer. But we live in one 
neighborhood, on one street, so to speak, and among 
the players on the global economic stage, we can only 
be seen with a microscope. 

Russia is a little bigger, a little more scandalous, a 
little more ambitious, but what good are our ambitions 
when our assets are so miserly? If oil falls to $10 a 
barrel (and there have been such predictions), we Rus- 
sians may find ourselves envying Ukraine, which has 
little left to lose. 

But it seems that neither our government nor 
Ukraine’s knows what to do about the crisis. In fact, no 
one anywhere in the world seems to know. But every- 
one seems to have figured out that there is no more 
money and there won’t be any more money for a long 
time. Therefore, it would seem wise to pull back as 


much as possible, to act a little more modestly, to tighten 
one’s belt, to set an example for taxpayers, and — at 
the same time — show the voters that the authorities 
are being careful with their money. 

In spite of Ukrainian politicians’ arguments among 
themselves, and the fun that Russian television has had 
at their expense, the fact is that they have acted exactly 
in this way: they adopted legislation that reduced their 
own salaries and state expenses. 

In the last few days, the Verkhovna Rada cut the 
president’s salary in half, as well as those of the prime 
minister, the parliament speaker, parliament deputies, 
deputy prime ministers, the leadership of the Security 
and Defense Council, staff in the presidential adminis- 
tration, and other top officials — right down to the heads 
of regional and municipal government organs and their 
deputies. 

The same day, lawmakers cut salaries at the Central 
Bank and those of judges, prosecutors, and the police 
“by not less than half” (according to the bill). This ini- 
tiative was supported by 374 of the body’s 423 depu- 
ties. Now lawmakers have turned their attention to cut- 
ting benefits: they are planning to take an ax to their 
own free public transportation, their free use of state 
sanatoriums, and their free housing benefit. They also 
plan to cut back on free air travel and telephone calls, 
which they believe can save the state about $2.5 mil- 
lion. 

In all, the Ukrainian authorities have decided to save 
hundreds of millions of dollars at their own expense. 
And who knows — maybe looking at those sacrifices 
will help a lot of Ukrainian citizens get through some 
lean years. 

Or maybe that money can be used to save the belea- 
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The Ukrainian Famine -- А | Civil Liberties opinion- 
nation still hungers for truth 


By: Christina Lidia Dykun 

One of the greatest hidden tragedies of the twentieth 
century, on a scale comparable to that of the Holocaust, 
is the Soviet sponsored famine that ravaged Ukraine in 
1932-33. Canada, unlike other countries, has officially 
recognized the “Holodomor’ (“Great Famine’) as geno- 
cide in 2008, only two years after Ukraine. This year’s 
commemoration coincides with the 75" anniversary of 
the Holodomor, with November 22 dedicated as the 
International Holodomor Memorial Day. This day is a 
progressive step for civil liberties, as years of Russian 
and international denials have concealed this event from 
the public eye. Decades of history censored and rewrit- 
ten by Soviet intelligentsia has also minimized the grav- 
ity of this Holodomor. However, with the collapse of 
the Soviet bloc and the restoration of an independent 
Ukraine almost 17 years ago, progressive steps towards 
understanding this dark chapter of Ukrainian history 
have commenced. Today, universal acknowledgement 
of this genocide is necessary in cementing the forgot- 
ten history of the Ukrainian people. 

The Famine of 1932-33 was by no means a naturally 
occurring event. Instead, it was the primary result of 
ruthless communist policy and Russian disdain for 
Ukrainian citizenry. Stalin not only planned the fam- 
ine beforehand, but continued to implement the policy 
of collectivization, using famine as a tool in eliminat- 
ing the regime’s greatest enemy — the peasant. How- 
ever, the quotas were so unrealistic that starvation was 
inevitable. Peasants who did not look as though they 
were starving were viewed suspiciously by officials. 
In January 1933, Stalin ordered grain collection to be 
further accelerated. Ukrainian peasants were reduced 
to eating pets, rats, bark, leaves, and garbage. Incred- 
ibly, Stalin denied the existence of famine and prevented 
any foreign humanitarian aid to this region until 1934. 
By that time it was too late. Whole villages had died 
out, turning fertile fields into barren wastelands. 

There is some uncertainty as to how many Ukraini- 
ans died, due to inconsistent Soviet records. One thing 
is for certain — it was many millions. Modest figures 
declare anywhere from 3 to 6 million people died, while 
other projections estimate at least 7.5 million died, and 
information received from official Soviet sources place 
the number between 10 and 15 million. The actual 
mortality rate is difficult to confirm, due to terrible 
record keeping, with many buried in mass unmarked 
graves. 

There are still some historians who reject the appli- 
cation of genocide to the Ukrainian famine, instead 
viewing it as a tragic result of Soviet policy. Similar to 


the agreement upon 6 million for the Jewish Holocaust, 
the focus on the Holodomor tends to revolve around 
the agreement upon a number. However, establishing a 
number is of little significance when some biased indi- 
viduals outrightly deny the Holodomor. The Soviet 
Union initially kept the famine hidden, since their lead- 
ers feared that negative publicity would hurt their world 
stature. Although some Western newspapers reported 
the tremendous extent of suffering and death in Ukraine, 
most media sources dismissed these accounts. Walter 
Duranty, the Moscow-based reporter for the New York 
Times, even won the Pulitzer Prize in 1932 for posi- 
tive descriptions of Soviet life in the Ukraine — now 
accepted as politically motivated fabrications. 

As growing numbers of governments have accepted 
the presence of this genocide, the Ukrainian past is 
becoming better understood. Proponents for this cause, 
such as York University’s professor Dr. Orest Subtelny 
(a Ukrainian Canadian historian) has not only consid- 
erably furthered the field through research, but whose 
publications have allowed for the widespread dissemi- 
nation of information on the topic of the Holodomor. 
His book “Ukraine: A History,” published in English 
in 1988, has found great popularity in Ukraine since 
1991, with over one million copies in circulation. Other 
outlets, such as cinema productions, are proactive ve- 
hicles of education. Very few documentaries exist — 
the first being released in Canada in 1983, during the 
50" anniversary of the Holodomor. Today, a Hollywood 
production of the documentary “Holodomor: Ukraine’s 
Genocide of 1932-33,” with Bobby Leigh (best known 
for his work with Neil Young, Guns ‘n’ Roses, 
Aerosmith, and Kiss) as director, Marta Tomkiw as pro- 
ducer, and Nestor Popowych as executive producer, has 
already garnered considerable hype. With the movie’s 
short form already introduced at the Cannes Film Fes- 
tival, and West Hollywood International Film Festival, 
it is set to debut in its entirety in Kyiv this month. 

The turbulent history of the Ukrainian nation should 
undoubtedly be acknowledged by all, especially in the 
wake of the 75" anniversary of the Holodomor. A voice 
must be given to those millions forgotten by the world, 
who perished, and whose personal stories were silenced 
for decades. It is in the fields of Ukraine where Europe’s 
breadbasket is found, and it is in the same fields where 
millions of Ukrainians now rest. The flag of Ukraine — 
with its brilliant blue of the surrounding sky, and the 
golden yellow of the bountiful wheat fields below, 
should remain an epitaph for the triumph\and will of a 
people, who overcame adversity, and found freedom. 
Their story must be told. \ 


Have Your Pride — Honour Mazepa 


(Statement by LUC)— The League of Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians (LUC) and League of Ukrainian Canadian 
Women (LUCW), on behalf of their members, sup- 
porters and indeed the whole Ukrainian community in 
Canada, proclaim the year of 2009 to be the year of 
Hetman Ivan Mazepa. 

In 2009, on the 300" anniversary of his death, the 
world community comes together to celebrate his life 
and achievements that captured the imagination of 
many renown individuals, like Lord Byron, Voltaire 
and Victor Hugo. 

LUC and LUCW are pleased to join the Ukrainian 
World Congress (UWC) in commemorating Mazepa, 
in its declaration on 30 December 2008. Therefore, 
the League of Ukrainian Canadians and League of 
Ukrainian Canadian Women appeal to the Ukrainian 
community and Ukrainian organizations in Canada and 
abroad to honour and celebrate his life with collective 
events and activities. 

Hetman Ivan Mazepa had the courage to join forces 
with Sweden against Peter the Great in order to liber- 
ate the Ukrainian nation from imperialist Russia. He 
dared to stand up and fight for the rights of his people, 
and in historic perspective, in defence of Europe. 


Mazepa not only initiated Ukraine’s independence 
movement which came to successful fruition in 1991, 
but also paved the way for the creation of the world’s 
first modern democratic constitution, the constitution 
of Pylyp Orlyk in 1710, which preceded both the 
American and French constitutions. Unfortunately, 
these facts were misconstrued by intellectually dishon- 
est historians, both Czarist Russian and Soviet. 

During the Year of Mazepa, let us reflect on 
Ukraine’s history, and with this anniversary, begin to 
fully expose the truth about Mazepa. We in Canada 
must ensure that the commemoration of this impor- 
tant anniversary, both in Ukraine and its Diaspora, be 
done on an appropriate level. 

As a result, the League of Ukrainian Canadians and 
League of Ukrainian Canadian Women have initiated 
a Mazepa-related project under the motto: “Have Your 
Pride — Honour Mazepa,” which includes an art con- 
test for Ukrainian youth, publication of the best art- 
works in an album, and the organization of ceremo- 
nial gathering across Canada on 20 September, 2009, 
with the participation of LUC, LUCW and the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Congress. 

Please support our Mazepa project, and let us honour 
Mazepa collectively! 


Ukraine’s leaders bite the bullet 


guered Artek Soviet-era youth camp. After all, at the 
very same legislative session, lawmakers overrode 
President Viktor Yushchenko’s earlier veto on a bill 
giving state support to the camp. 

Of course, politicians are politicians: no one at the 
trough of power has ever died of hunger. This is true of 
Ukraine, just as it is of the United States or Zimbabwe. 
But in Zimbabwe, despite raging hyperinflation, offi- 
cials do not cut their own salaries and the president 


continues to hand out generous gifts from the state trea- 
sury to his relatives. So if you hear people comparing 
Ukzaine’s situation with Zimbabwe’s, remember that 
there is at least one major difference. Hats off to them. 


Olga Romanova is a contributor to RFE/RL’s Russian 
Service. The views expressed in this commentary are 
the author’s own and do not necessarily reflect those 
of RFE/RL. 


editorial award 
recipient announced 


(UCCLF)—The Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Lib- 
erties Foundation 
(UCCLF) is pleased to 
announce Christina 
Dykun, 21, of Toronto as 
the recipient of this year’s 
inaugural Civil Liberties 
Opinion-Editorial Award. 

It is awarded to a high 
school or post-secondary 
student who had an opin- 
ion-editorial on a 
Holodomor theme pub- 
lished in a major Cana- 
dian newspaper, an initia- 
tive undertaken in recog- 
nition of the 75th anniver- 
sary of Ukraine’s Famine Genocide. 

Dykun’s submission, titled “Nation still hungers for the truth,” appeared 
in the Nov. 23 edition of the Calgary Sun. 

As the winner of the competition, Dykun was awarded $1,000, as well 
as a copy of Into Auschwitz, For Ukraine by Stefan Petelycky. 

Dykun is in her fourth year at the University of Toronto, and graduates 
in the spring with an honours B.A. in English and history. Her future 
aspirations are in law. Her active involvement in Plast Ukrainian scouting 
stems from early childhood, and is currently a ‘podruha’ at Plast’s Toronto 
branch. Having graduated from Ridna Shkola in Chicago, she continues 
her study of Ukrainian linguistics and history at the university level. 

Dykun is very involved within the university Ukrainian scene, as both 
a member of the Ukrainian Students Society as well as a member, past 
president and vice-president of the student council at St. Viadimir’s In- 
stitute in Toronto. 

She has played varsity sports al four years, with a good degree of suc- 
cess. Other interests include music, where she has played the piano com- 
petitively for 14 years, and today enjoys playing as a relaxing pastime. 
Her lifelong enjoyment of reading and writing are furthered by her cho- 
sen curriculum. 


Christina Dykun 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


A BILLION DOLLAR SAVING? 


The Edmonton Committee to End Homelessness spokesperson is 
saying that homelessness in Edmonton could be eliminated for a bil- 
lion dollars, and spending that money would actually save taxpayers 
more money. Neither statement is true. 

The apparent growth in homeless numbers from 2006 to 2008 is due 
mostly to having added shelter spaces not previously counted. Build- 
ing a further 3,000 new social transitional or emergency shelter units, 
with full wrap around $90 million per year social services, will further 
add to Edmonton’s homeless shelter numbers, not decrease it. 

Of course we need to provide help for the up to 10% of the homeless 
who are said to be chronically homeless who presently are not being 
helped. 

However, throughout the Committee’s deliberations I spoke of the 
most important fundamental need for affordable private sector inde- 
pendent living singles rental housing. Over the last 30 years Edmonton 
has lost over 80% of its single person housing stock and not replaced 
it. It is no coincidence that there are now 3,079 homeless single per- 
sons living in shelters or couch surfing with friends and family. Most 
homeless persons need affordable homes, not more social shelters. 

Homelessness is an extremely complex and involved expression that 
has a multitude of definitions of needs, far beyond simply being with- 
out a home. The United States has modelled how to deal with the con- 
fusion and industry exaggerations of the homelessness issue — create a 
national understanding of the issue, define it as best possible, decide 
how to most effectively deal with it, and implement that plan. It is my 
suggestion that Canada form a comparable agency to the United States 
Interagency Council on Homelessness to begin the process nationally. 

Such а new agency could really help bring about an end to 
homelessness confusion that sadly serves to inhibit efforts to help those 
truly in need. 


What do you think? 
a 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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(Bottom Line Productions/ 
UkrNews)— Shumka has released 
details of the program for its Shumka 
at 50...An Anniversary Concert, 
which takes place the Northern 
Alberta Jubilee Auditorium stage 
March 19 and 20, featuring retro- 
spective and all-new works — —in- 
cluding not one, but two Hopaks — 
highlighting Shumka’s unique style 
and energy. 
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CHATEAU LOUIS HOTEL 
11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 
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UKRAINIAN SHUMKA DANCERS 


ary 


ONGCr 


March 19 & 20 


Tickets at Ticketmaster | 780.451.8 


On Sale Now! 


www.ticketmaster.ca 


A Tribute to Shumka at 50 is an 
expedition through Shumka’s eras, 
featuring excerpts from the 
company’s signature works. The 
tribute, choreographed by former 
Shumka Artistic Director John 
Pichlyk and current Shumka Co-Ar- 
tistic Director Dave Ganert, show- 
cases traditional and contemporary 
favourites, including Avramenko’s 
sword dance, the comedic Hutsul 
woodcutters, Shumka’s Cinderella, 
and the crowd-pleasing Hopak, as 
well as guest performances by 
Edmonton’s Dnipro Choir, and in- 
ternationally-acclaimed violin vir- 
tuoso Vasyl Popadiuk. 

A dance and multi-media delight 
for the senses, The Eve of Kupalo — 
mystery masque combines beguiling 
movement, mesmerizing stagecraft, 
and bewitching film art, delving into 
the mystery of summer solstice ritu- 
als that have endured for centuries 
in Ukraine and throughout European 
culture. Conceived and directed by 
Shumka Co-Artistic Director Gordon 
Gordey, choreographed by Ganert, 
with original score and arrangements 
by Andriy Shoost of Kyiv, Ukraine, 
and mask-work by Edmonton’s 
Randall Fraser, The Eve of Kupalo is 
a flirtation with magic and mysticism 
rife with the symbolism and pag- 
eantry of Ukrainian folklore. 

Pathways to Hopak, a contempo- 
tary piece about a life worth living, 
makes its triumphant return to 
Edmonton. Commissioned by the 
Canada Dance Festival and pre- 
miered at the National Arts Centre 
in Ottawa in 2004, Pathways to 
Hopak is choreographed by Kyiv 
Ballet’s Viktor Lytvynov with mu- 
sic by Ukraine’s Yuri Shevchenko. 

Set to original music by Shoost, 
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Shumka performs the Hopak at their Nov. 22, 2008 Gala. 


Shumka releases program details 
for 50th Anniversary Concert 


and choreographed by Ganert, 
Carpathian Climes is a dance of in- 
tensity and energy, influenced by 
traditional village dance of 
Ukraine’s mountain peoples and the 
soaring magnitude of the Carpathian 
Mountains. 

Including the famed Trepak and 
the Nutcracker pas de deux, 
Shumka’s Nutcracker Suite from 
Sulyma Productions’ The Nut- 
cracker: a ballet fantasy features 
guests Dmitri Dovgoselets of the 
Royal Winnipeg Ballet and Inna 
Chorna of the Kyiv Ballet. 

In a statement of pride and love, 
Ukrainian culture, and community, 
The 50” Anniversary Hopak is a 
breathtakingly powerful new Hopak 
and the choreographic evolution of 
a traditional dance. The 50" Anni- 
versary Hopak represents the heart, 
sweat and soul of the Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers and includes an 
original score by Ukrainian com- 
poser Yuri Shevchenko, recorded in 
Ukraine by the Kyiv Symphony Or- 
chestra; stunning new costume de- 
signs by Maria Levitska of 
Ukraine’s National Ballet and Op- 
era (not to be confused with the late 
Maria Levytska, costume designer 
and director for Toronto’s Zahrava, 
Theatre, and mother of Ukrainian 
News Editor Marco Levytsky); and 
choreography by Dave Ganert. 

Shumka at 50...An Anniversary 
Concert runs for two nights only, 
March 19 and 20, at the Northern 
Alberta Jubilee Auditorium. Tickets, 
ranging from $25 to $75 (plus ser- 
vice fees), are on sale now at 
Ticketmaster, call 780-451-8000 or 
<www.ticketmaster.ca>. For more 
information, video clips and more, 
visit <www.shumka.com>. 


Yanchyk to co-host Alberta Primetime 


(UkrNews)—A Canadian of Ukrai- 
nian origin will be one of the two 
co-hosts of the current affairs show, 
Alberta Primetime, which debuts on 
Access Television, March 9. 

It will air Monday to Friday at 
7pm throughout Alberta. 

Brandy Yanchyk, whose paternal 
grandparents immigrated to Canada 
in 1928 and 1929 and settled in 
Toronto where they both met and 
married, used to work for the BBC. 
She recently moved to Edmonton 
for the show. Alberta Primetime will 
explore ideas and concerns of the 
people across the province who af- 
fect, and are affected by the events 
of the day. 

The program begins its coverage 
of the issues with timely reports 
from the most experienced CTV 
News centres in Edmonton and 


“Brandy Yanchyk 
Calgary. Studio guests and experts 
deepen the exploration, bringing 
their own perspectives, experience 
and opinions to the debate. This will 
be audience feedback through phone 
lines, e-mail and chat lines 
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Ontario’s Holodomor ВІЙ || "vvainian daughters: cookbook" | 
goes through second reading 


= 


tradition. It features recipes and customs passed down through 
generations to maintain our unique heritage. Special features 
include Christmas Eve Supper, Easter dishes, a 9-page section 
(UkrNews)—Private Member’s 
Bill 147, the Holodomor Memorial 
Day Act proceeded to second read- 


ing at Queen’s Park March 5 as this 
issue of Ukrainian News went to 
press. 

This is the first tri-sponsored Pri- 
vate Member’s Bill by Dave Levac, 
Liberal MPP for Brant, Cheri 
DiNovo, NDP MPP for Parkdale- 
High Park, and Frank Klees, PC 
MPP for Newmarket-Aurora. 

If passed, this legislation will pro- 
vide for the declaration of 
Holodomor Memorial Day on the 
fourth Saturday in November in 
each year in the Province of Ontario. 

Similar legislation has already 
been passed in the federal parlia- 
ment, as well as the provincial leg- 
islatures of Saskatchewan, Manitoba 
and Alberta. 

The Holodomor is the name given 
to the man-made famine that oc- 
curred in Ukraine from 1932 to 
1933, in which as many as 10 mil- 
lion Ukrainians perished as victims 
under Joseph Stalin’s regime to con- 
solidate control over Ukraine, with 
25,000 dying each day at the peak 
of the famine in 1933. 

“For many of my colleagues and 
those who are watching at home, the 
Holodomor is unfamiliar as a human 
tragedy. But you’ ve heard the name 
Joseph Stalin. Joseph Stalin did this. 
His followers did this. It’s undeni- 
able. What I learned over the last 
year or so from those who were do- 
ing the research in locked archives 
to hide the truth — unlocked the 
door and began to tell us the actual 
plan to wipe a people out, the for- 
mation of the collectives, which. 
brought me stories that I find the 
most reprehensible about children,” 
said MPP Levac 

“Parents of those children sent 
them out to try to find food. Those 
children would be found in ditches, 
legs as thin as fingers, bloated stom- 
achs, outreaching cheeks, never to 
be seen again, lying dead and alone 
in a ditch. Other unspeakable mo- 
ments took place that most of us, 
when we have done our research, re- 
alize how catastrophic this was. 
Children in the collectives who 
could hold a few grains in their 
hands that wouldn’t fill a shot glass 
would disappear and never be seen 
again. Adults were shot on the spot 
if they dared try to take some of that 
grain to feed their family. But they 
risked it. And for those who did re- 
ceive aration, they would often save 
other people’s lives by thinning out 
what they were getting for their fam- 
ily. That tells me of the humanity 
that was in existence inside of the 
insanity. All of this took place in 
1932-33 with a regime that kept it 
quiet, and for those that knew, they 
didn’t tell anybody.” 

“A characteristic shared by all 
genocides is the denial by the per- 
petrators and their supporters that 
the genocides ever occurred, not- 
withstanding even the eyewitness 
accounts of the families of the vic- 
tims. That’s why this occasion here 
is 50 important because it is an ad- 
mission that there has been a denial, 
and thanks to those survivors who 
were passionate to ensure that the 
world would remember and the truth 
would be told in places like this and 
Legislatures throughout the world, 
there is an awakening to that real- 


ity, and more important, a commit- 
ment that it should never, ever hap- 
pen again,” said MPP Klees. 

“Why the denial? We don’t have 
an answer for that, but what we do 
have an answer for is why we are 
doing what we’re doing here today, 
and that is to ensure that it would 
never happen again. This bill 
honours the victims of Holodomor, 
it honours the memory of (Welsh 
journalist) Gareth Jones and others 
like him (who exposed the truth), 
and it honours the memory of those 
who resisted Stalin’s terror, espe- 
cially the leader of the Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army, General Roman 
Shukhevych, who fell in the struggle 
against Stalinism 59 years ago to- 
day. It also honours the enduring 
struggle of the Ukrainian people for 
freedom,” he added. 

“J remember as a young woman, 
always a member of the New Demo- 
cratic Party, always a social demo- 
crat, brushing shoulders with Com- 
munists back then who would be 
working on various issues with us. 
They denied it, and they supported 
the actions of Joseph Stalin, even 
after we knew about the gulag, even 
after we knew about the Holodomor. 
That denial continues,” said MPP 
DiNovo. 

“T want to make the point that this 
is not about Ukrainians versus Rus- 
sians. This is not about the Russian 
people. This is about the Russian 
government of a period, the govern- 
ment of Joseph Stalin, a totalitarian 
dictatorship. That’s what that gov- 
ernment was. Despite what they 
called themselves, that’s what that 
government was. 

“Tt’s interesting to me as a Chris- 
tian as well, when I have debates 
with atheists about genocide, and 
they talk about all the problems of 
the world that have been caused by 
people of faith. I say to them always, 
the worst of genocide has been com- 
mitted by atheists: by Hitler, by 
Stalin, by Pol Pot; the list goes on,” 
she added. 

Special guests present for the sec- 
ond reading included: Oleksandr 


Danyleiko, the consul general of 
Ukraine; Oleh Romanyshyn, the 


stitch desig 4 
president of the League of Ukrainian UBRRAINIAN eae breads 
Canadians; Volodymyr Paslayskyi, DAUGHTERS м ; 


the executive director of LUC; 
Borys Mykhaylets, from the LUC 
executive; Taras Paslavskyi, from 
the LUC executive; Orest Steciw, 
the Holodomor projects coordinator; 
Chrystyna Bidiak, the president of 
the League of Ukrainian-Canadian 
Women; Halyna Vynnyk, from the 
LUCW executive; Andrew 
Gregorovich, Ukrainian National 
Federation; Oksana Prociuk Ciz, 
from the Council of Ukrainian 
Credit Unions of Canada; Grod, the 
president of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress; Mare Shwec, the presi- 
dent of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress of Toronto; Valentyna 
Kuryliw and Eugene Yakovitch 
from the UCC-Toronto Famine- 
Genocide Committee; and Allan 


AAS | 


COOKREOOR 


For fund raising or volume purchases, contact Ukrainian 
Women's Association for volume rates. Tel.: 1-306-586-5590 


on how to make Ukrainian 
Easter Eggs, plus cross 


Price: $19.95 plus $5.00 for 
postage & handling. US & 

International orders payable 
in US found. 


Please make cheque or 
money order payable to: 
Ukrainian Women's 
Association 

1920 Toronto Street 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
Canada S4P 1M8 
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Rewak. 


Ukrainian Language Summer School 


June 20 — july 31, 2009 

е Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced levels 

© Programs are divided into 3 or 6-week sessions 
» Studentsiare eligible for a University credit 

3 & 6 week sessions begin June 20 


Ukrainian Catholic University о 


2009 Summer Programs 


‘Sacred Music Summer School 
August 2 — August 23, 2009 
» A uniquely spiritual experience for church choir 
conductors, cantors, liturgical singers and teachers 
» Knowledge of Ukrainian is an asset 


wonw.ucu.edu.ua/ukr/summerschools/pastoral/reg_ukr| 


www.ucu.edu.ua/uss 

Application Deadline: June 1, 2009 
Second 3 week session begins July 13 
Application Deadline: June 30, 2009 


Application Deadline: May 1, 2009 
Ail programs include cultural activities 


Summer School of Icon Painting 


July 5 — July 25, 2009 
» Available in both Ukrainian and English 
» No previous experience is required 


www.ucu.edu.ua/ipss \ 


Application Deadline: June 2, 2009 Experience an unforgettable summer! 


| 
UCU SCHOOL OF UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
vul. Svientsitskoho 17, Lviv 79011 Ukraine T: (38 032) 240-9940 Е: (38 032) 240-9950 


У E: ukrainiansummer@ucu.edu.ua 
With support from the Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation www.ucef.ca 
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© Exhibit featuring 500 regional pysanky: Saturday, 
о ae з ект Меса See : one eet 
о Ukrainian er baking: Babky Pasky; = - 
© New creative and original etched pysanky and crafts from Ukraine 
© Pysanka workshops: March 22, 2009 


Saturday & Sunday - 1 p.m. only 
Classes limited. For further info, please call 780.474.3352 
Workshop fee - $5.00 


12:00 noon - 5:00 p.m. 
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Вадим Сімаков, Радіо Свобода 

Шлях України до Європи лежить через 
подолання внутрішньої нестабільності. 
Політична криза з наближенням президент-- 
ських виборів лишає все менше сподівань 
Ha діалог із Європою. Про це, серед іншого, 
говорили європейські експерти на між- 
народній конференції під назвою «Реїн-- 
теграція України в Європу», яка проходила 
в Києві, 2 березня. 

Україні до Європи, як до політичної ста-- 
більності, йти довго, але дійти можливо. 
А поки що європейський фініш для Києва 
перебуває десь за обрієм, переконані 
європейські експерти. 

Чвари усередині влади наступають на 
горло європейським прагненням України, 
вважає, наприклад, експерт із питань 
Східної Європи Гергард Симон. 

«Президент та Прем'єр тягнуть у різні 
боки. Проте долати кризу через парламент-- 
ські перевибори вже не можна, а до пре- 
зидентські вибори можуть лише загострити 
ситуацію. Ця країна ніколи не була 
об'єднаною», - звертає увагу німецький 
політолог. 

Також професор Гергард Сімон зазначив, 
що після розпаду Радянського Союзу в 
Україні ще не було харизматичного лідера. 

Згадав він i про нинішній рейтинг Вік- 
тора Ющенка: «Ми пам'ятаємо, як прези-- 
дента Ющенка зустрічали у Брюсселі, 
Страсбурзі або Вашингтоні. Лідери країн 
його вітали. А зараз він не може навіть 
поговорити по телефону». 

Натомість український політолог Олек-- 
сій Гарань переконаний: невдовзі українці 
стануть більш прискіпливими до гучних 
імен та харизматичних проектів. 

«Зараз помітно, що ідеологічні розбіж-- 


ності між БЮТ та Партією регіонів змен-- 
шуються. Але скоро люди перестануть слі- 
по вірити персоналіям. Вони питають про 
програму, стратегію та ідеологію. І це доб-- 
ре. Так що скоро ми, українці, не будемо 
просто підтримувати популярних і хариз- 
матичних людей на кшталт Ющенка, Тимо- 
шенко, Януковича, Яценюка, Гриценка», — 
каже український політолог. 

Іншою темою дискусії став союз НАТО. 
Думки лунали різні. Наприклад, австрій-- 
ський професор Мартін Малек вважає, що 
на шляху до Північноатлантичного союзу 
Україні заважає позиція Кремля. 

«Росія сприймає Україну як «близький 
закордон» і намагається впливати на неї 
всіма можливими важелями. А відносини 
поміж Україною та НАТО в Москві 
сприймають як такі, що спрямовані проти 
Росії», - нагадує австрійський фахівець. 

Натомість іншої думки директор 
київського представництва Фонду імені 
Конрада Аденауера Ніко Ланге. Не так 
Росія, як сама Україна винна в тому, що 
вона досі поза блоком, вважає експерт і 
нарікає на погану обізнаність українців 
щодо НАТО. 

«Усі прорахунки та невдачі на шляху 
взаємної інтеграції України, Євросоюзу та 
НАТО полягають у політичному різно- 
голоссі всередині самої країни», - Haro— 
лошує він. 

У підсумку експерти погодились - 
перспектива в України є. Двері в Європу 
для Києва відчинені. \ 

Проте перед ними є ще довгий коридор 
реформ, який Україна має пройти, подо-- 
лавши внутрішню кризу. Такий підсумок 
міжнародної конференції «Реїнтеграція 
України в Європу». 


У Львові вшановують 
пам'ять Івасюка і вимагають 
правди про його загибель 


(Радіо Свобода) -Рідні, митці, науковці, 
духовенство, десятки шанувальників твор-- 
чості Івасюка на Личаківському цвинтарі, 
де похований автор «Червоної рути», 
молилися за душу загиблого композитора. 
Сьогодні композиторові виповнилося б 60 
років. 

«Я подавала прохання в СБУ, щоб мені 
дозволили ознайомитись з матеріалами 
справи брата, хочу знати, які є московські 
архіви і дізнатись з них, чому його вик- 
ликали в КДБ, яка кураторська робота 
велась. Якщо Україна прагне бути 
європейською державою, то люди мають 
знати, що робили з музикантами, митцями, 
діячами науки. І нині продовжується важ-- 
кий трагічний ланцюг непередбачуваних 
смертей. Тому наша родина, науковці і про-- 
сили поновити справу вбивства Володі», — 
заявила Галина Івасюк, сестра Воло- 
димира. 

Родина від травня 1979 року, коли в 
Брюховицькому лісі знайшли тіло Івасюка, 
не вірила офіційну версію його смерті, за 


якою композитор покінчив життя само- 
губством. 

«У нас була дуже дружня, любляча, 
віруюча родина. Ми росли в теплі і любові, 
опіці батьків», - зазначила Галина. 

Не вірять рідні у версію, що Володимир 
міг вчинити самогубство через кохання до 
оперної співачки Тетяни Жукової, яка нині 
з'являється у ЗМІ. 

«Це зумисно сьогодні робиться. Адже 
живі ті, хто хотів фізично знищити Воло-- 
дю», - вважають рідні. Тетяна Жукова, 
донька полковника КДБ - батьки Воло- 
димира, нині уже покійні, неодноразово 
заявляли, що цю жінку до Володі було 
спеціально приставлено службами КДБ. 

4 березня на Львівщині, Тернопільщині, 
Буковині розпочався рік пам'яті ком- 
позитора, протягом якого заплановані 
концерти, мистецькі заходи, презентації 
нових книг-спогадів, перевидання архівних 
записів пісенної творчості, проведення 
фестивалів, конкурсів авторської пісні для 
талановитих молодих людей. 


Польща хоче активізувати 
контакти з Україною 


(Радіо Свобода)- -Віце-прем'єр-міністр 
Польщі Вальдемар Павляк заявив 27 березня 
в Києві: «На сьогодні співпраця між сусідами 
є надзвичайно важливою, тому що в сьогод-- 
нішній кризовій ситуації взаємні розрахунки 
є дуже складними, існує певне падіння довіри, 
але є локальні, регіональні ініціативи». 

На думку Павляка, український і поль- 
ський ринки мають взаємний потенціал. 

«Криза, звичайно, проблема, і це загаль- 


новизнано, але криза - ще й шанс для того, 
щоб поліпшити відносини між нашими 
країнами та нашими підприємцями. Ми мо-- 
жемо на взаємній основі компенсувати 
втрату якихось третіх ринків або замістити 
імпорт власним виробництвом», - сказав 
польський віце-прем'єр на брифінгу в 
Кабінеті Міністрів після закінчення пере- 
говорів зі своїм українським колегою Гри-- 
горієм Немирею. 
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Україна має європейську | У новий шпигунський 
перспективу, якщо подолає 
внутрішній розкол 


скандал у Румунії 


втягнена Україна 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

У Румунії повідомляють про арешт двох 
осіб, які передавали таємну військову ін- 
формацію нібито представникові України. 
Але румунські журналісти звертають yBa— 
гу, що офіційно причетність України до цієї 
справи не підтверджують, неофіційно ж 
говорять і про те, що покупцем таємниць 
могла бути й Росія. 

Після нещодавнього шпигунського скан-- 
далу в Естонії новий починається в Румунії: 
там оголосили про затримання pyMyHCb— 
кого кадрового військового і громадянина 
Болгарії за шпигунство і пов'язують цю 
справу з Україною. 

За повідомленнями, цей військовий, 
Флорічел Акім, упродовж 2002-2007 років 
переписував зі службових комп'ютерів 
документи, які становлять державну таєм-- 
ницю, розкриття яких може поставити під 
загрозу національну безпеку Румунії. 
Ішлося про дані про військові системи 
зв'язку, частоти роботи радарів, мапи 
союзу НАТО, схеми й інші дані про вій- 
ськову техніку тощо. 

Отриману інформацію військовий у 
званні, що приблизно відповідає старшому 
сержантові, передавав відтак своєму прия-- 
телеві, громадянинові Болгарії Петару 
Зиколову (або Зикулову). А той заявив 
прокурорам, що ці дані від нього отримував 
неназваний, за його словами, «представник 
України в Бухаресті», який на початку 
2000-х років заприятелював із болгарином 
і висловив бажання отримувати військову 
інформацію за суми в 800-1000 доларів. 

У Болгарії речник Міністерства 3aKop— 
донних справ уже наголосив, що затри- 
маний болгарський громадянин міг діяти як 
приватна особа і не представляв болгарську 
державу. 

Українська ж сторона у вівторок ніяк не 


коментувала цю справу. Перший секретар 
Посольства України в Румунії Петро Maxa— 
ренко заявив телефоном Радіо Свобода: 
«На даний час коментарів посольство не 
дає. Найближчим часом буде або прес- 
реліз, або якесь прес-ком'юніке на сайті 
посольства - найімовірніше, це буде таким 
от чином. На даний час - без коментарів», 

У Міністерстві закордонних справ у 
Києві 3 березня під вечір на телефонні 
дзвінки не відповідали. У Службі безпеки 
України сказали, що нічого про це не зна- 
ють і вперше почули про це від Радіо Сво- 
бода. У Службі зовнішньої розвідки при- 
пускають, що, можливо, якийсь коментар 
матимуть у середу. 

Тим часом згадана цитована заява одного 
із затриманих - єдині слова, що стосуються 
України, звертає увагу бухарестська ко- 
респондентка Радіо Вільна Європа - Радіо 
Свобода Сабіна Pari: «Офіційно про при- 
четність України не йдеться. Неофіційно 
ж журналістські джерела в Румунії кажуть, 
що в цій шпигунській справі йдеться про 
причетність і Росії, i України». Наприклад, 
газета «Гиндул», посилаючись на свою 
інформацію, прямо говорить, що таємні 
дані продавали Росії. 

«Усі офіційні заяви не згадують жодних 
країн. У документах згадано тільки «іно-- 
земні розвідницькі структури з країн-не- 
членів НАТО», - наголошує румунська 
журналістка. 

Водночас раніше 3 травня у Києві, у 
Верховній Раді, яка готувалася зняти 
Володимира Огризка з посади міністра 
закордонних справ, депутат від опозиційної 
Партії регіонів Інна Богословська заявляла, 
що ще 2 травня із Румунії вислали війсь- 
кового аташе України. Але ніяких подро- 
биць чи підтверджень своїх слів вона не 
навела, аміністр не зреагував на цей закид. 


Звіт держдепартаменту: В 
Україні найбільші порушники 
прав людини - міліція та тюрми 


Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода 

Міліція та система виконання покарань 
в Україні викликають найбільші занепо-- 
коєння правозахисників, мовиться в при-- 
свяченій Україні частині щорічного звіту 
Державного департаменту Сполучених 
Штатів. Публікація звіту збіглася в Україні 
з одним із найгучніших випадків порушення 
прав людини, коли міліція вдерлася до бу-- 
динку родини кримських татар і скалічила 
кількох людей. 

Ніби ілюстрацією до головної теми укра-- 
їнської частини звіту держдепартаменту 
стала нещодавня історія, що сталася в 
Криму, коли кримський підрозділ «Бер- 
куту» увірвався в будинок в селищі Мирне. 
Міліція потім вибачилася, за, як було 
сказано, «прикру помилку». 

Але українські правозахисники вважа-- 
ють, що йдеться не про поодинокі помилки, 
а про «традицію безкарності». Представник 
Вінницької правозахисної групи Дмитро 
Гройсман каже: «Дійсно, найбільша 
кількість справ, з якими ми працюємо, — 
це скарги на жорстокість, катування з боку 
правоохоронних та пенітенціарних органів 
України. І ми констатуємо, на жаль, нега- 
тивну динаміку, тобто зростання таких 
скарг і зростання ситуації безкарності. Все 
більше і більше випадків, про які ми отри- 
муємо скарги, залишаються безкарними і 
винні особи не притягаються до відпо- 


відальності». 

Загалом, як зауважує звіт держдепарта-- 
менту, судова система України потерпає від 
браку незалежності та від корупції. 

Державний департамент США стежить 
за дотриманням прав людини у світі вже 
багато років. Нова адміністрація у Вашинг-- 
тоні також запевняє, що від цієї традиції 
не відійде, говорить новий голова відомства 
Гілларі Клинтон: «Як державний секретар, 
я продовжуватиму зосереджувати свою 
енергію на правах людини. Я буду залучати 
якомога більше людей до того, щоб ми 
разом протистояли вже традиційним i 
нетрадиційним викликам». 

За словами Клинтон, її мета - перетво-- 
рити моніторинг прав людини на зусилля 
різних людей по всьому світу, починаючи 
від бізнесменів та релігійних лідерів і до 
школярів і студентів. Лише такі глобальні 
зусилля можуть призвести до того, що буде 
створений світ, в якому права людини 
будуть «приймати, поважати і захищати». 

Публікація щорічного звіту є для України 
важливою подією, адже, як говорить 
вінницький правозахисник Дмитро 
Гройсман, Україна чутлива до закордонної 
критики: «В українському істеблішменті, 
в уряді України традиційно реагують на 
інформацію, яка наводиться у звіті». А це 
вже допомагає місцевим правозахисникам 
просувати справу далі. 
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Narodnyi Dim played a vibrant role | Five die in cargo-plane blaze 
in Toronto’s Ukrainian community 


By Olena Wawryshyn 

A recent lecture about the history 
and role of the Toronto Ukrainian 
People’s Home, or Narodnyi Dim, 
stirred up nostalgia for bygone days 
when vibrant community gathering 
places were much more common 
than they are today. Toronto’s 
Narodnyi Dim, which today has no 
equivalent in Ontario and perhaps 
in Canada in terms of the scope and 
impact of its activities, was for 
Ukrainians, at one time, a place of 
belonging — and much more. 

“In the 1920s and early 1930s, the 
Ukrainian People’s Home at 191 
Lippincott Avenue in Toronto could 
readily be described as the most 
dynamic institution in the city’s 
mainstream Ukrainian community,” 
said Ukrainian Canadian history 
scholar Andrij Makuch at the lec- 
ture, which took place at Toronto’s 
St. Vladimir Institute on Feb. 22. 

Narodnyi Dim had as its mandate 
to advocate for the cause of Ukrai- 
nian independence and to foster a 
healthy Ukrainian national con- 
sciousness in Canada, to help estab- 
lish greater respect for Ukrainians 
in Canada and to struggle against 
Bolshevism. “It was a key institu- 
tion for organizing Ukrainians in 
central Canada,” said Makuch. 

Makuch, research coordinator 
with the Canadian Institute of Ukrai- 
nian Studies’ Kule Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Studies Centre, delivered his 
presentation as part of the Profes- 
sor Ed Burstynsky Memorial Lec- 
ture Series, named after the late 
University of Toronto linguistics 
professor. The second speaker was 
Maegon Young, soon to be a gradu- 
ate student at Trent University, who 
is working with Makuch on an oral 
history project that is capturing 
memories of Toronto’s Ukrainian 
community from the interwar pe- 
riod. Trent University history pro- 
fessor Olga Andriewsky, Young’s 
thesis supervisor who is leading the 
oral history project was the modera- 
tor. 

The lecture title “Pride, Patrio- 
tism, Enlightenment and Entertain- 
ment,” served as a broad thematic 
structure for the lecture. Makuch 
began with a historical overview 
tracing Narodnyi Dim’s origins to 
organizations dating to 1910, which 
evolved into the Taras Shevchenko 
Enlightenment and Reading Society. 
With expansion of the Society’s ac- 
tivities community leaders 
Theodore Humeniuk, the first 
Ukrainian Canadian lawyer in 
Toronto, and Markian Kunikewitch 
began raising funds for a building. 

The nature of the official opening 
ceremony of the Nardonyi Dim in 
December 1928, underscored that 
“this was a substantial institution 
with a fair amount of support and 
clout,” said Makuch. Two banquets 
with 250 to 300 people in attendance 
at each took place. Representatives 
from Ukrainian Canadian commu- 
nities in central Canada were present 
at the festivities as was Manitoba 
MLA Nicholas Bachynksky. In ad- 
dition, Toronto’s deputy mayor at- 
tended the ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
author Florence Randall Livesay 
recited several of her English trans- 
lations at the concert and The 
Evening Telegram editor Charles 
Н.Т. Snider spoke at the event, com- 
menting that “who is not a good 
Ukrainian patriot cannot be a good 
Canadian.” Notably, the concert pro- 
gram started with the singing of 
“God Save the King” in Ukrainian 
and the Ukrainian national anthem 
at the time, “Ne Pora.” 


Andrij Makuch 

Participation in the broader Cana- 
dian sphere was a key focus of the 
institution. Narodnyi Dim’s, theatre 
groups and choirs regularly per- 
formed at events, such as the annual 
Canadian National Exhibition, 
where members also exhibited 
Ukrainian handicrafts. Such in- 
volvement helped to bolster the 
community’s pride and to establish 
greater respect for Ukrainians in 
Canada, as did their anti-communist 
activism. 

Makuch noted various examples 
of political activism. For example, 
members delivered a memorandum 
of protest regarding the treatment of 
Ukrainians in Bukovyna to Queen 
Marie of Romania when she visited 
Toronto in 1926 and in 1934 year 
lobbied to prevent the public appear- 
ance in Toronto by Shalom 
Schwartzbard, the assassin of 
Symon Petlura, the exiled president 
of the Ukrainian National Republic. 

Narodnyi Dim helped to educate 
the community by holding events to 
mark important dates in Ukrainian 
history and invited notable figures, 
such as Canadian MP Michael 
Luchkovich and interwar Polish 
senator Olena Kysilevska to lecture 
on Ukraine and broader current af- 
fairs. 

Makuch also spoke about 
Narodnyi Dim’s role as a centre for 
culture and entertainment. Its mixed 
choir, which Makuch called the 
“group’s soul,” had a busy perfor- 
mance schedule. By the 1950s, the 
choir had performed 24 times at the 
CNE, in 67 operettas, 221 concerts 
at Narodnyi Dim, 82 times before 
non-Ukrainian audiences, 38 times 
at other venues and 17 times for ra- 
dio. 

Theatrical productions, said 
Makuch, were “the heart of the 
Home’s cultural activities and... 
provided a practical way to engage 
a large number of people in the 
Home’s activities and to raise mon- 
ies to cover the building’s debt and 
operating costs.” Productions regu- 
larly saw audiences of 400 to 600 
people in the late 1920s and 1930s, 
noted Makuch, and actors practised 
up to four times per week. 

In his lecture, Makuch also 
touched on the relationship between 
other Toronto-based Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian organizations and discussed 
tensions in Toronto between the 
Ukzainian “patriots” and “Commu- 
nists” during the interwar period. 

He concluded by noting that its 
urban environment accounted for 
Narodnyi Dim’s large membership, 
compared with rural Prairie commu- 
nity halls, as many members lived 
within walking distance. Its setting 
also influenced its cultural program- 
ming and facilitated its connections 
with the Anglo-Canadian commu- 
nity as various events and other 


points of intersection “were part- 
and-parcel of big-city life.” 

After Makuch’s presentation, 
Maegon Young spoke about the oral 
history project, explaining that she 
and Andriewsky have been inter- 
viewing Ukrainians in Toronto to 
develop a picture of Ukrainian life 
in Toronto from the 1920s to 1950s, 
as well as a detailed view of the 
Ukrainian activities in Toronto in 
general. Interviewees are being 
asked questions relating to “the de- 
velopment of the community, the 
conflicts which may have caused 
problems and the arrival of new im- 
migrants and their impact,” said 
Young. 

Many of those already inter- 
viewed described the significant role 
Narodnyi Dim played in their lives, 
said Young. One commented that it 
was a place where those from out of 
town could go and feel welcome 
upon arriving in Toronto; another 
noted that many marriages devel- 
oped out of activities at the Dim, 
including her parents’ and her own. 

Young concluded by stating that 
from her interviews thus far, “it is 
clear that the goal of the Narodnyi 
Dim was a success. Its existence al- 
lowed the Ukrainians to have a place 
to be themselves and lean on one 
another as they learned to live in a 
new city and country.” 


(Reuters/RFE/RL)—A Ukrainian cargo plane caught fire while about 
to take off from the airport in the southern Egyptian town of Luxor, killing 
all five crew, officials said. 

The Russian-made Antonoy-12 had stopped in Luxor to refuel on its 
way from Entebbe in Uganda to Ukraine, the Egyptian state news agency 
MENA said. Firefighters were unable to save the crew from the blaze, the 
officials said. The accident, at 4:18 a.m. local time, did not affect regular 
flights at Luxor, a major tourist destination 500 kilometers south of Cairo, 
MENA added. 


Ukraine to ease restrictions on guns 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Interior Affairs Ministry has announced a plan 
to ease restrictions on the purchase of guns that fire rubber bullets, RFE/ 
RL’s Ukrainian Service reports. 

The draft law allows any Ukrainian citizen 18 or older, who has no 
criminal record, and is psychologically stable, to buy such guns. Experts 
fear that such guns can be easily turned into regular guns. 

The head of the License Board at the Interior Affairs Ministry’s Civil 
Security Department, Valentin Vedmid, told RFE/RL that criminals mainly 


use unregistered guns, adding that of last year’s 311 gun-related crimes, 


only 34 were committed with registered guns. 


2009 TOURS TO UKRAINE 


May 4-19; Jun 8-23; Jul 13-28; Aug 31-Sept.15; Oct 5-20 
Peter Drosdowech's 16-day GRAND TOURS of WESTERN UKRAINE 


feature: cities and villages, bazaars, indoor and outdoor museums, 
churches and monasteries, forts and castles, cultural events and concerts, 
working artists, meeting and talking with people and shopping. 


These 2009 ALL-INCLUSIVE TOURS are guided in English and include: 
airfare, quality hotels and resorts, all meals, chartered air-conditioned bus and 
admissions to events. 


Vancouver/Victoria 54995.  Edmonton/Calgary 54895. | 4 
| Saskatoon/Regina 54795. | Winnipeg. ‘$4595. Toronto $4495. 


Prices are per person (double occupancy: Single occupancy: add $500.) (High Season July Tour. add $400.) 
(Shoulder Season September Tour: add $200.)Airline/Airport taxes and Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra. 


Complete information on Website at: www.ToursToUkraine.ca 
Toll-free 1 888 269 3013 ог e-mail:ToursToUkraine@mts.net 
TOURS TO UKRAINE A DIVISION OF UKRAINE VENTURES LTD. 
MEMBER OF CANADA'S NATIONAL UKRAINIAN FESTIVAL; AFFILIATED WITH TERRI'S TRAVEL INTERNATIONAL 


FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL 
SHEVCHENKO LECTURE 


Ukrainian Professional and Business Club, Edmonton 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS), University of Alberta 


“Blood in the Borshch: An Illustrated Talk on Contemporary 
Ukraine by Natalka Husar and Janice Kulyk Keefer” 


Friday, March 27, 7:00 p.m. 


Location: 2-115 Education (North), University of Alberta 


Natalka Husar is an artist whose works are found in many public collections, including the Art 
Gallery of Alberta, the Winnipeg Art Gallery, the Beaverbrook Art Gallery, the Canada Council Art 
Bank, the Canadian Museum of Civilization, and the National Gallery of Canada. She received, 
recently, a grant from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council for a collaborative book 
project with Janice Kulyk Keefer about contemporary Ukraine. 


Janice Kulyk Keefer is a professor of English at the University of Guelph and the author of more 
than a dozen works of poetry, prose and literary criticism. Among her publications are a family 
memoir, Honey and Ashes, an anthology of contemporary fiction from Canada and Ukraine, Two 
Lands, New Visions, co-edited with the late Solomea Pavlychko of Kyiv, and Midnight Stroll, a 
volume of poetry containing images from the work of the painter Natalka Husar. Her most recent 
novel, The Ladies’ Lending Library, won the Kobzar prize. 


For further information, please contact: Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, 
430 Pembina Hall, University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB T6G 2H8; 
phone: 780/492-2972, e-mail: cius@ualberta.ca 


Sponsored by: 


a 
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"Студенти відвідали Документаційний Центр 


Оксана Закидальська 

Під час своїх занять, делєгати 
на Конгрес CYCK-y, який відбу-- 
вався в Інституті св. Володимира 
в Торонті в днях 20-22 лютого, 
відвідали Українсько Канадський 
Дослідчо Документаційний Центр 
(УКДДЦІ і зустрілися з головою, 
професором Всеволодом Ісаївим. 

Проф. Ісаїв розповів студентам 
про найновішу роботу Центру - 
зокрема про випуск трьо-мовного 
диску документального фільму 
Жнива Розпачу (Harvest of De- 
spair). Фільм можна тепер прид-- 
бати в англійській, французькій і 
еспанській мовах на одному DVD. 
Недавно також вийшов другий 
фільм УКДДЦ - Між Гітлером 1 
Сталіном: Україна в Другій Сві- 
товій Війні - в еспанській Мові. 
Еспаномовна версія створена 3aB— 
дяки співпраці УКДДЦ i Ігором 
Василиком в Аргентині. Проф. 
Ісаїв описав архіви усної історії 
які Центр вже збирає понад 20 
років i заохочував студентів ко- 


Студенти-делегати СУСК на відвідинах в Українсько Канадському Дослідчо Документаційному Центрі з головою, проф. Ісаївим (посередині). 


ристати із них для своїх дослідчих 
робіт. 

Орест Закидальський, який 
працює в Центрі над проєктом 


ЛУК відзначила 
працю Юрія Савчука 


(ЛУК) -Ліга Українців Канади (ЛУК) відзначила грамотою за 
плідну працю у зближенні українсько-канадської діаспори з Україною 
Юрія Савчука, голову Державної служби контролю за переміщенням 
культурних цінностей через державний кордон України. Вручення 
грамоти відбулося під час доповіді про Українсько-Шведські відносини 
XVII - XVIII cr., яку виголосив Юрій Савчук 13 лютого у КУМФІ. 

З 8 по 15 лютого 2009 року у зв'язку з передачею в дар Україні 
громадянкою Канади пані Галиною Горюн-Левицькою, дружиною 
відомого українського художника у діаспорі Мирона Левицького, 
приватної мистецької колекції видатних українських художників 
зарубіжжя ХХ століття Юрій Савчук перебував у Торонто у служ- 
бовому відрядженні. 

На думку Володимира Паславського, виконавчого директора Ліги 
Українців Канади, «передача українських художніх цінностей 
зарубіжжя наближають діаспору до України, а також підкреслюють 
існування одної української нації по всьому світу». 

Юрій Савчук зауважив, що головним завданням його праці у 
Державній службі контролю за переміщенням культурних цінностей 
через державний кордон України є духовне збагачення України, яке 
включає у себе культурне зближення діаспори з материковою, 
материнською землею. 

Попередньо Юрій Савчук відвідував Торонто у Листопаді 2008 року, 
тоді ж приймав участь у святкуванні 60-ліття Гомону України - 
видавничого органа Ліги Українців Канади. Під час ювілею, ЛУК 
передав Міністерству Культури та Туризму Україні в особі Юрія 
Савчука англомовну виставку "Геноцид Голодомором.? Для 
ознайомлення виставкою «Геноцид Голодомором» відвідайте 
<www.holodomoreducation.org>. 

Ліга Українців Канади розпочала співпрацю з Юрієм Савчуком для 
реалізації проектів, які єднатимуть діаспору з Україною. 

Ліга Українців Канади (ЛУК) є громадсько-політичною 
неприбутковою організацією, метою якої є на основі об'єднаної та 
міцної українсько-канадської громади утвердження і розбудова 
незалежної демократичної української держави. 


КУК у збиранні свідчень свідків 
Голодомору які живуть в Канаді, 
розповів про цю роботу. Записи 


Володимир Паславський i Юрій Савчук. 


свідчень будуть доступні дослід- 
никам на спеціяльному вебсайті, 
який незадовго вийде в ефір. 


Студенти одержали пакети ін- 


дентів глибше поцікавитися робо-- 


формацій про УКДДЦентр, пред- тою Центру і входити в реалізацію 
ставники якого заохочували сту-- 


HOBMX проєктів. 


Що таке українська нація? 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак 
Початок нового календарного 
року у Науковому Товаристві im. 
T. Шевченка в Торонто зарекомен-- 
дував себе просто таки блискуче. 
Доповідь професора Сергія 
Єкельчика під провокаційною 
назвою "Що таке українська 
нація?", що відбулася 30 січня у 
приміщенні КУМФУ, зібрала 
чималий гурт зацікавлених, 1, як 
виявилось, цілком недаремно. 
Варто б присвятити кілька рядків 
доповідачу, оскільки він ще мало 
відомий українській громаді в 
Канаді. Сергій Єкельчик - досить 
молодий історик, народився та 
навчався у Києві, кандидатську 
дисертацію захистив в Інституті 
історії Академії Наук України, а 
докторат завершив у Альбертсь- 
кому університеті. Тепер працює 
в університеті Вікторії, читає 
курс історії України. Видав дві 
книги: "Імперія пам'яті", що вий- 
шла англійською (2004) та україн- 
ською (2008) мовами, та “Ukraine. 
Birth of Modern Nation” (2007). I 
доповідь, і обидві книги засвідчу- 
ють не лише глибоке вивчення 
автором української історії, а й 
небуденний, свіжий погляд на, 
здавалося б, багато разів опрацьо- 
ваний матеріал. Зокрема, поверта- 
ючись до доповіді, д-р Єкельчик не 
лише обрав для неї провокаційну 
назву, але й побудував її досить не- 
звично, навіть розважально: як ко- 
ментар до світлин - портретів дія- 
чів минулої та сучасної України. 
Така форма допомогла автору до- 
ступно і переконливо пояснити го- 
ловну тезу його виступу: поняття 
української нації мінялося впро- 
довж століть і продовжує міня- 
тись і сьогодні. Хоча, наголосив 
на початку своєї лекції доповідач, 
теперішні кордони Україна зав- 
дячує у чималій мірі лінії Керзона 
- демаркаційній межі, що була 
визначена британським урядом 
після Першої світової війни, та 
базувалася, в свою чергу, на кор- 
доні між Росією та Прусією після 
поділу Польщі 1790 -х років, од- 
нак вони загалом співпадають з 


Професор Сергій Єкельчик 


етнічними землями українців. 
Інша справа, що, просуваючись у 
глибину віків, критерії " наші -не 
наші землі" будувалися не на ет- 
нічному принципі. Наприклад, для 
Богдана Хмельницького головний 
критерій визначення "народу 
руського?, був релігійний - уніати 
та католики, незалежно від їхньо- 
го етнічного походження, до цього 
збірного поняття не входили. Ро- 
зуміння української нації, як 
спільноти, об'єднаної єдиною 
мовою,територією, культурою, 
певними рисами характеру, 
склалося вже в романтичну добу 
(19-те ст.), i це розуміння віді- 
грало визначальну роль у форму- 
ванні української державності як 
на початку так і наприкінці 20 
століття. Центральний етнічний 
культурний тип українця, що мож- 
на б визначити як тип таланови- 
того селянина, що вибився в люди, 
та залишився, незважаючи на все, 
вірним Україні, зустрічаємо не 
лише у класичних постатях Тараса 
Шевченка та Івана Франка, але і 
ближчих до нас за часом діячах, 
як то Олександр Довженко і Іван 
Миколайчук. Однак, наголосив 
доповідач, хоча "самої України не 
існувало б, якби її не визначили як 
Україну для українців", теперішня 
дійсність знову змушує до 
переосмислення цього ключового 


поняття. Д-р Єкельчик продемон- 
стрував багату і колоритну гале- 
рею представників сучасної укра- 
їнської держави - від прем'єр- 
міністра Юлії Тимошенко та ліде- 
ра Партії Регіонів Віктора Януко- 
вича до футболіста Андрія Шев- 
ченка та поп-зірки Вєрки Сер- 
дючки (артистичне псевдо Андрія 
Данилка). Дехто з них, як, наприк- 
лад, Ю. Тимошенко, за етнічним 
корінням не є українцями; інші, 
хоча й українці за походженням, 
не розмовляють українською мо- 
вою (А. Шевченко); ще інші, як Л. 
Кучма i В. Янукович, хоча і дуже 
далекі від українського патріотиз- 
му, все ж таки зрозуміли персо- 
нальну необхідність вивчення 
української мови; нарешті, навіть 
ті, що, здавалося б, знущаються з 
образу типового українця на 
потіху росіянам, як це робить 
Bepka Сердючка, насправді, зни- 
щують зброєю всевладного сміху 
віджилі стереотипи "хохла-са- 
лоїда?, а, отже, цілком заслуго- 
вують нагороди від президента 
Віктора Ющенка. Всі ці та багато 
інших прикладів, які навів С. 
Єкельчик, на його думку, підтвер- 
джують, що в Україні сьогодні 
формується нове, суголосне з 21- 
им століттям поняття української 
нації, як нації громадянської, 
політичної, 1 багатонаціональної. 
Громадяни сучасної України, 
незалежно від етнічних коренів та 
мови спілкування, поступово 
розвивають в собі усвідомлення 
приналежності до єдиної 1 
суверенної Української держави. 
Доповідь С. Єкельчика викликала 
багато питань і навіть досить 
гостру дискусію. I все ж 
виважений і, головне, на загал 
оптимістичний погляд історика на 
непрості процеси розвитку 
України завоювали прихильність 
більшості присутніх. Д-р Єкель- 
чик зізнався, що любить перепи-- 
сувати історію і обов'язково пере- 
пише ту, що видав нещодавно. 
Будемо чекати від талановитого 
вченого нових свіжих та неспо- 
діваних інтерпретацій українсь- 
кого минулого та сучасного. 
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First Canadian Holodomor 


Museum opened 


By Orysia Sushko 

Nov. 20° 2008, the faithful of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox parish of St. 
Vladimir in Hamilton along with 
their parish priest Rt. Rev. Mitred 
Archpriest Wasyl’ Makarenko in the 
presence of survivors of the 
Holodomor-Genocide, recognized 
the official opening of the first 
Holodomor Museum in Canada. Lo- 
cated in the Metropolitan Wasyly 
Learning Centre adjacent to the par- 
ish, participants were joined by 
Hamilton Mayor Fred Eizenberger, 
M.P. David Christopherson, Citizen- 
ship Judge and former Mayor of 
Hamilton Robert Morrow, members 
of the community at large, local me- 
dia. 

Following the Divine Liturgy that 
morning, a tearful Memorial service 
was held in remembrance of the vic- 
tims of the Holodomor. Following 
the Panachyda, the attendees gath- 
ered in the Church auditorium for a 
solemn commemorative program 
led by Orysia Sushko, chair of the 
Holodomor Museum Committee, 
and acting president of the parish 
council in the absence of president 
John Jurychuk. To begin the pro- 
gram, Oleksij Ohienko, one of the 
witnesses of the Holodomor silently 
went around to each of the 17 tables 
in the room, and lit the candle in the 
centre of each table. The Church 
choir, under the direction of Bohdan 
Radesch, sang the Lord’s Prayer, 
after which Fr. Wasyl’ blessed the 
symbolic lunch of broth and a small 
piece of bread. Following this, 
Orysia Sushko briefly and emphati- 
cally re-stated some of the horrify- 
ing facts about the Holodomor, and 
the rationale behind establishing the 
Museum. She then invited Anastasia 
Uhreniuk, a student of the Wm. 


Vladimir in Hamilton. 


Panachyda, honour 


in Hamilton 


М 


і Що Biss ee з А 
2 the victims of the Holodomor. 


Sarchuk Ukrainian School, and 
М/азу! Dudka, a Holodomor witness, 
to the podium to present their po- 
etry dedicated to the Holodomor. A 
poignant song, “Sorrow Unspeak- 
able”, composed by Borys Homzyna 
for the 50” anniversary of the 
Holodomor, was then sung by the 
Ukrainian Women’s Association of 
Canada, Lesya Ukrainka Branch’s 
Women’s Choir, conducted by 
Oksana Sushko. 

Mayor Fred Eizenberger wel- 
comed all and congratulated the par- 
ish on the establishment of the Mu- 
seum, underlining the importance of 
remembering these past crimes 
against mankind. In his comments, 
MP David Christopherson also high- 
lighted the importance of the Mu- 
seum as a vital educational tool, not 
only for our children but for all Ca- 
nadian citizens. Final comments 
were offered by former Hamilton 
Mayor Robert Morrow who stressed 
the importance of informing the 


Holodomor Survivors, members of Ukrainian Orthodox parish of St. 


world of this horrific time in history, 
and the importance of the Museum 
for future generations. Following 
these remarks, Fr. Wasyl’ presented 
his vision of the newly established 
Holodomor Museum, urging the 
Ukrainian community to ensure that 
the world learns about this tragedy. 
Our youth and future generations 
must know and remember this act 
of genocide against the Ukrainian 
people, that senselessly took the 
lives of millions, our own relatives 
among them. 

The program concluded with ex- 
pressions of gratitude to all who as- 
sisted in the\establishment of the 
Museum. Special thanks were ex- 
pressed to Marcello Perri and Maria 
Ramirez, of Italian and Spanish heri- 
tage, who, having understood the 
importance of the Museum, donated 
the professional design services of 
their firm MDR Design Consultants. 
In the same spirit, Joe Kubina of 
Athens Printing was thanked for his 
contribution of printing the 34 large 
colour panels that comprise the ex- 
hibit. Following the concluding 
prayer, the congregation made their 
way over to the Metropolitan 
Wasyly Learning Centre where 
Holodomor witness | Halyna 
Krupicki and Mayor Eizenberger cut 
the ribbon to the entrance of the 
Museum. They were the first to en- 
ter, followed by the other 
Holodomor witnesses, and finally 
members of the congregation who 
were participants of this commemo- 
ration and official opening. 

This first in Canada Holodomor 
Museum will be a beacon of remem- 
brance to honour the victims of the 
Holodomor-Genocide, and to edu- 
cate the world at large about this dis- 
graceful human tragedy. 

May their memory be eternal! 


Where are the pioneers? 


(Ethnic Enterprises)-There are people of Ukrainian 
descent in pretty well every community in Canada, but 
are there any pioneers left? 

Danny Evanishen has been searching for them since 
1991, in order to record their stories. 

Since Evanishen is of Ukrainian descent himself, he 
has been searching mainly for Ukrainian pioneers, as 
he is working on a collection of all the Ukrainian folk 
tales. But by now, he feels that there are no more pio- 
neers of any nationality left. 

“I can’t even remember the last time I talked to a 
real pioneer,” says Evanishen. “Now I am concentrat- 
ing on the children and grandchildren of the pioneers, 
hoping they might remember some of the stories their 
parents told.” 

“The stories are important to us as Canadians, as they 
tell us about where we came from, and if we know 
where we came from, we will have a better chance of 
understanding where it is that we are going,” explains 


Evanishen. 

Since starting his search for stories, Evanishen has 
collected enough of them to fill ten volumes of folk 
tales translated into English, and two of humorous sto- 
ries about the old days. 

In addition, he has published another ten books of 
material he has collected. Some of the books are Ukrai- 
nian-related, some are purely Canadian, and some have 
been written by other authors. 

“All of the books we have published so far are of inter- 
est to the general public,” says Evanishen. “Everybody 
loves to hear a good folk tale or a funny story well told.” 

If you have stories to share or would like more infor- 
mation about the works published so far, Evanishen 
can be reached at: Danny Evanishen, Box 234, 
Summerland, BC, МОН 170, 250-494-3205, 
<danny @ethnic.be.ca>, <http://www.ethnic.bc.ca>. 

In Edmonton the books are available at the Ukrai- 
nian Book Store, or order directly from Evanishen. 
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Winnipeg Free Press 
recipient of 2009 Syrnick 
Journalism Award 


(UCFTS)— The Editorial Board of the Winnipeg Free Press was named 
recipient of the John Syrnick Award for Journalism, sponsored by the Ukrai- 
nian-Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko. 

For the third time, the Shevchenko Foundation is awarding its Syrnick 
Journalism award. According to Shevchenko Foundation president An- 
drew Hladyshevsky Q.C., “The Winnipeg Free Press was chosen for best 
sustained coverage in 2008 of the 1932-33 Holodomor, a famine/geno- 
cide of historical significance to the free world and the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian community.” 

The selection committee included pre-eminent Canadian academics and 
community leaders from the Ukrainian Canadian community, represent- 
ing all regions of Canada and a readership of over one million people. 

The Editorial Board of the Winnipeg Free Press facilitated consistent 
coverage by their staff writers and independent journalists. The year 2008 
was full of events across Canada to commemorate Holodomor as well as 
to explore the issues and controversy surrounding it. Траміппіреє Free 
Press was there throughout the year with coverage, almost monthly. 

The award is named in honour of John Syrnick, who served as editor of 
Ukrainian Voice from 1947 to 1970. Under Syrnick’s editorial steward- 
ship, Ukrainian Voice became a leading voice for hundreds of thousands 
of Ukrainian Canadians who sought to define and promote the interests of 
their community within a multicultural Canada. 

The Winnipeg Free Press will be presented with the Syrnick Journalism 
award at a reception on Monday March 9 2009 at the Canad Inns Garden 
City at 2100 McPhillips Street in Winnipeg, beginning at 7:00 pm. Invited 
guests will include Manitoba dignitaries, leaders of the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian and business communities, and the media. 


Poll: 39% for church unity under 
Kyiv; 24% under Moscow 


(RISU)—According to the results of a Ukraine-wide poll conducted by 
the Ukrainian Democratic Circle Center from Jan. 30 to Feb. 5 at the re- 
quest of the Institute of Political Studies, 39% of Ukrainians supported 
the idea of a single national Orthodox church subordinated to the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP) and 24% to the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP). More than 
one third of the respondents, namely 35%, hesitated in their responses, 
reported RISU’s Ukrainian-language site on March 2. 
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Fraizer Campbell of Spurs tangles with Shakhtar’s Darijo Srna. 


Draw enough for Shakhtar at Spurs 


(UEFA)—A late strike by Fernandinho earned FC Shakhtar Donetsk a 
draw on the night of Feb. 26 at Tottenham Hotspur FC, cancelling out 
Giovani Dos Santos’s opener and lining up a last-16 meeting with PFC 
CSKA Moskva. 

Tottenham manager Harry Redknapp rested several first-team players 
ahead of their League Cup final against Manchester United FC on March 
1, with only Wilson Palacios remaining from the side that defeated Hull 
City AFC on Feb. 23. Teenage striker Jonathan Obika was given his first 
senior start and the 18-year-old enjoyed a promising full debut, shaving 
the post on the half-hour mark and then stabbing narrowly wide just be- 
fore the break as Spurs chased the tie. Initially it looked like Shakhtar 
were going to dominate as they did in the first leg. Jadson, helped by a 
fortunate ricochet off the referee, flashed a drive wide before crossing for 
fellow Brazilian Willian, who had a shot blocked as Spurs scrambled clear. 

The visitors looked dangerous when they broke forward and 
Fernandinho’s shot in the 20th minute forced Heurelho Gomes into a low 
diving save. Gareth Bale was under pressure and his header needed to be 
cleared off the line by Gilberto, before Fernandinho was given space but 
nodded wide. Obika almost got on the end of Chris Gunter’s cross after 
the restart but Giovani made no mistake in the 55th minute, surging into 
the penalty and unleashing a vicious drive into the top corner. He could 
have levelled the tie moments later but was just short of meeting Gilberto’s 
cross. Just as Spurs pushed for a second goal, Fernandinho put the tie 
beyond doubt, finishing crisply with four minutes left. 


Metalist make short work of Sampdoria 


(UEFA)—FC Metalist Kharkiv eased into the UEFA Cup Round of 16 
as they added two goals to the 1-0 aggregate lead they held after last week’s 
win at UC Sampdoria. 

Not tempted to sit back on their slender advantage, Metalist pushed 
from the start and Serhiy Valyayey and Jaja struck before the break to end 
Sampdoria’s hopes of progress. 

Metalist had the first chance when Olexandr Rykun dragged a shot wide 
from just inside the box. Sampdoria responded with a Claudio Bellucci 
effort that sailed over the bar and Daniele Dessena’s left-footed attempt, 
which Metalist goalkeeper Olexandr Согуаїпоу parried away. The home 
side went ahead on the half-hour when Valyayev, who had earlier missed 
from a header, struck from close range. Ten minutes later Jaja doubled the 
advantage with a curled free-kick from 20 metres after he was fouled by 
Daniele Gastaldello. 

After the break, Sampdoria tried to drag themselves back into the tie 
but Bellucci twice missed the target from long range and Dessena’s simi- 
lar effort was comfortably saved by Goryainov. Indeed, the visitors were 
restricted to shots from distance, while at the other end Jaja was only 
denied by a brave Hugo Campagnaro block and from the resulting corner, 
Denys Oliynyk headed over. Nonetheless, his side’s progress was assured. 


Manuel da Costa (left) jumps with Metalist defender Papa Gueye. 


Ukraine, France to sign agreement on Euro 2012 
(Interfax-Ukraine)— Ukraine and France are planning to sign an agree- 
ment in April on cooperation in holding the Euro 2012 European football 
championship, and in the autumn a road map for cooperation until 2011, 
Vice Premier Hryhoriy Nemyria told reporters on March 5. He said this 
was agreed during Ukrainian Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s visit to 
France on March 4. France has already successfully hosted the European 
championship and its experience will be useful to Ukraine, he said. “Such 
an agreement could be worked out in the upcoming months and signed as 
early as in April,” Nemyria said. He also said that Ukrainian and French 
premiers Tymoshenko and Francois Fillon agreed to elaborate a roadmap 
of cooperation for 2010-2011. 


By Igor Lynnik 

(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv and 
FC Metalist Kharkiv will continue 
their domestic rivalry on the Euro- 
pean front after setting up a meet- 
ing in the last 16 of the UEFA Cup 
on Feb. 26. 

Six points clear of their upcom- 
ing opponents at the top of the 
Ukrainian Premier League, Dynamo 
saw off Valencia CF 3-3 on aggre- 
gate thanks to a 2-2 draw in Spain, 
with both goals coming from 19- 
year-old Artem Kravets. “I’ve been 
telling everyone for a long time that 
he’s one of the brightest talents in 
Ukraine,” commented Kyiv coach 
Yuri Semin. “Valencia were the 
toughest team we could have got, 
but now we’re happy. It’s as if the 
luck we lacked in the UEFA Cham- 
pions League group stage has re- 
turned.” 

Despite his goals, Kravets was 
keen to share the credit for the re- 
sult. “The whole team was phenom- 
enal,” he said. “Especially the 
midfielders, who did a massive 
amount of work. I don’t think I’m 
the hero of the match. I always felt 
the presence of partners who helped 
me a lot.’ Now Dynamo will face 
Metalist and the players are already 
excited. “We've already had a laugh 
together about having to get back 
from the UEFA Cup for [mid-sea- 
son friendlies], said Dynamo de- 
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Ukrainian rivals relish 
European meeting 


Dynamo Kyiv’s players celebrate after scoring an equalising goal against 


Valencia (Getty Images) 


fender Andriy Nesmachniy. “All the 
teams form Russia and Ukraine are 
continuing their European quests 
and we have to face Metalist while 
FC Shakhtar Donetsk will face PFC 
CSKA Moskva.” 

Metalist enjoyed an even more 
convincing result, beating UC 
Sampdoria 2-0 at home to secure a 
3-0 overall win. “As predicted, the 
match was tough,” said coach 
Myron Markevich. “Only now will 
we start talking about the Dynamo 
game, but we won’t be forgetting the 


start of the second half of the do- 
mestic league [against Dynamo on 
March 4].” Attacking midfielder 
Edmar added: “Who could have pre- 
dicted that we'd reach the last 16? 
It’s even more pleasing that we'll 
meet Dynamo, though we'll start 
thinking about them later. Now we’ ll 
just celebrate our emphatic win over 
Sampdoria.” The two rivals will 
commence their tussle for a quarter- 
final spot in Kyiv on March 12, 
ahead of the return leg on 18/19 
March. 


Kravets comes good for dogged Dynamo 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv ended 
Spain’s interest in the UEFA Cup 
with Artem Kravets striking twice 
against Valencia CF Feb. 26 to set up 
an all-Ukrainian Round of 16 tie 
against FC Metalist Kharkiv, with 
Yuri Semin’s side hosting the first leg. 

After the teams drew 1-1 in snowy 
Kyiv in the first game, Kravets put 
the visitors into a 34th-minute lead, 
and while goals from Carlos 
Marchena and Asier Del Horno 
swung the match back in the Span- 
ish club’s favour, Kravets had the 
final say with his second strike set- 
tling matters. 

David Villa’s shot from just inside 
the area called Stanislav Bogush into 
action after two minutes, while Ro- 
man Eremenko had Dynamo’s only 
chance of a disappointing opening 
spell from the away side, drilling a 
right-footed effort wide from 20 
metres after eleven minutes. 

Villa and Alexis tested Bogush 
further, but it was Dynamo who took 
the lead against the run of play with 
Kravets crashing a low strike into 
the bottom left corner of César’s net. 
Kravets sent another shot narrowly 
wide minutes later, and within sec- 


onds the Valencia keeper also had 
to save well from Carlos Corréa. 
Then, with Dynamo seemingly on 
top, Marchena rose highest to head 
Manuel Fernandes’s free-kick past 
Bogush moments before half-time 
and draw the hosts level. 

Kravets forced another stop from 
César after the restart, yet Valencia 
scored again on 54 minutes as Del 
Horno pounced after Dynamo had 


Badr El Kaddouri clears from under the nose of David Silva. 


failed to deal with another 
Fernandes free-kick. Kravets, 
though, was not to be denied, and 
he threw a spanner into the works 
with 17 minutes to go, crashing a 
shot high into the net from the right 
after being fed by Corréa. Unai 
Emery’s men had time to find a win- 
ner, but thanks to some resilient Dy- 
namo defending, they were given no 
space to conjure one. 


Ukraine, Poland agree to consolidate 
efforts for Euro 2012 Finals 


(Ukrainian News Agency)— Ukraine and Poland 
have agreed to step up the coordination of their efforts 
while making preparations for the Euro 2012 European 


football championship finals. 


Ukrainian Deputy Premier Ivan Vasiunik and Polish 
Polish Sport and Tourism Minister Miroslaw 
Drzewiecki signed a joint declaration to this effect fol- 
lowing their negotiations on Feb. 27. 

“The sides have agreed to deepen cooperation at the 
interdepartmental level, coordination of joint actions 
and exchange of experience,” the declaration reads. 

According to the declaration, the Euro 2012 Euro- 
pean football championship finals will have far-reach- 


whole. 


ing political, economic, and humanitarian implications 
not only for Ukraine and Poland, but for Europe on the 


“These competitions is а unique opportunity for 


nals. 


popularization of sport ideas, deletion of political 
boundaries and cultural barriers, and dampening of re- 
gional distinctions between the east and the west of 
Europe,” said Ukraine and Poland. 

The participants to the negotiations have confirmed 
their responsibility for the proper level of preparations 
for the Euro 2012 European football championship fi- 
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pledge reforms in letter to IMF | Business Forum to 


| Вивіпезє || be held in Edmonton 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko have managed to set their differences aside 
and agree on a reform package in an effort to save the 
economy from imminent collapse. Yushchenko and 
Tymoshenko agreed on March 2 on the content of a 
letter of intent to the IMF signaling their readiness to 
take measures in the economy to qualify for the con- 
tinuation of IMF financing in the framework of a $16.4 
billion standby loan. Ukraine badly needs IMF money 
in order to avoid a default on its international obliga- 
tions. The plan approved by Yushchenko and 
Tymoshenko may be blocked, however, by the opposi- 
tion Party of Regions (PRU), which disagrees with sev- 
eral key provisions of the letter. 

The IMF approved the standby loan for Ukraine last 
November. Its first $4.5 billion tranche arrived promptly 
for the National Bank (NBU) to start refinancing banks, 
several of which were about to collapse. Tymoshenko, 
however, intervened in the process. She told the NBU 
to coordinate refinancing with her cabinet, suspecting 
that banks were using the money for currency specula- 
tion; and she orchestrated a no-confidence vote in NBU 
chief and Yushchenko ally Volodymyr Stelmakh. 
Tymoshenko also refused to revise the 2009 state bud- 
get, which both Yushchenko and the IMF viewed as 
too optimistic. Finance Minister Viktor Pynzenyk, who 
had refused to sign the budget, resigned in protest 
against what he described as the domination of politics 
over professionalism in the government. Eventually, 
the IMF postponed the allocation of the loan’s $1.845 
billion second tranche, which Ukraine expected on Feb. 
15. The IMF mission left Kyiv. 

This was the last thing that an economy teetering on 
the brink of collapse needed. Ukraine has been the East 
European country most severely affected by the crisis. 
The national currency lost some 50 percent of its value 
from September 2008 to February. In January alone, 
inflation reached 2.9 percent, real wages dropped 12 
percent, industrial output shrank 34.1 percent, and GDP 
contracted by some 20 percent compared with the pre- 
vious year after almost a decade of steady growth that 
continued until last fall. The lack of unity between 
Yushchenko and Tymoshenko had been one of the rea- 
sons why Ukraine became one of the weakest links of 
the global economy in the face of the crisis. It is hard 
to see how Ukraine can survive without more interna- 
tional assistance, but complications with the IMF have 
been a very bad signal for all prospective lenders and 
investors. 

The IMF has been reluctant to resume funding in the 
absence of coordinated efforts inside the country, so it 
came up with a condition that Yushchenko and 


Tymoshenko should sign a letter of intent pledging such 
cooperation. Yushchenko initially refused to sign any 
letters jointly with Tymoshenko, insisting that she 
should unconditionally cut the budget deficit from 3 
percent to 1 percent as requested by the IMF; but the 
IMF made it clear that a joint letter was an important 
condition for resuming cooperation. At the same time, 
it agreed that the budget deficit could be higher than 1 
percent if Ukraine managed to borrow more abroad. 
The IMF also said that the NBU’s efforts to stabilize 
the banking sector should not be hampered by political 
interference. 

Yushchenko announced on Feb. 27 that he had agreed 
on the following joint steps with Tymoshenko and par- 
liament speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn: to draft a declara- 
tion pledging readiness to tackle the economic crisis 
jointly; to agree on a joint position on cooperation with 
the IMF; and to come up with a joint anti-crisis plan. 
Tymoshenko agreed not to insist on Stelmakh’s dis- 
missal. 

Details of the agreement were finalized on March 2. 
Both sides made further concessions. Yushchenko 
agreed that the budget would be revised in April and 
May rather than immediately. Tymoshenko agreed to 
increase the price of gas for the public. She had op- 
posed the step, apparently fearing it would make her 
less popular as a presidential candidate in 2010. They 
also agreed to promise the IMF to launch a pension 
reform, finance the budget deficit from external sources 
and higher taxes rather than by money emission, and 
to stabilize the national currency without significant 
intervention from the NBU so that the forex reserve 
would not be depleted. “Ukraine will without a doubt 
procure the second tranche from the IMF,’ Tymoshenko 
said, summing up the agreements. IMF Managing Di- 
rector Dominique Strauss-Kahn told Yushchenko by 
phone that the chances for securing the second tranche 
would now be high. 

Even if Tymoshenko and Yushchenko have resolved 
all their differences, the action plan promised to the 
IMF may be blocked in parliament, where the coali- 
tion that backs Tymoshenko does not control a major- 
ity. Disagreements have emerged even within the coa- 
lition as Lytvyn, whose party is the Tymoshenko bloc’s 
junior partner, has been reluctant to sign the letter to 
the IMF. The opposition vehemently objects to the plan. 
The Communists are against any accords with the IMF 
in principle, and the PRU indicated that it would op- 
pose higher taxes, a higher gas price, and a pension 
reform that would raise the pension age from the cur- 
rent 60 years for теп and 55 years for women. 


Hryvnia drops 


By Laura Cochrane 

(Bloomberg)—Ukraine’s hryvnia tumbled, closing 
at a record low against the dollar, after Moody’s Inves- 
tors Service said it may cut the country’s rating be- 
cause political infighting is hampering efforts to avert 
a financial crisis, Feb. 24. 

The currency dropped 3.4 percent to 9.2600 per dollar 
at 6:10 p.m. in Kyiv, below the previous lowest close of 
9.1000 on Dec. 18. Moody’s is reviewing whether to cut 
Ukraine’s current rating of B1, four levels below invest- 
ment grade, it said today in an e-mailed statement. 

The hryvnia has lost more than 50 percent against 
the dollar in the past six months as reduced demand for 
exports and a lack of foreign credit causes Ukraine’s 
first economic contraction in a decade. The situation is 
aggravated by power struggles between President 
Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko, delaying decisions needed to revive the 
economy and putting Ukraine’s $16.4 billion Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund bailout at risk, according to 
Moody’s. 

“The rating warning does пої come as a surprise, but 
reflects the current state of affairs,” said Dmitry Gourov, 
a Vienna-based analyst at UniCredit SpA. The currency 
may weaken to 9.8 per dollar by late March, Gourov 
said, adding that this level may be exceeded if “confi- 
dence tumbles.” 

The hryvnia touched a record intraday low of 9.7813 
per dollar on Dec. 18 after a government official said 
the weakening currency may trigger defaults on more 
than half of loans. The cost to protect against a Ukraine 
default rose to a record high today, according to credit- 
default swap prices. 

“The rating action reflects concerns about how per- 
sistent political uncertainty clouds the prospects for an 


to record low 


orderly resolution of banking problems, in the context 
of a severe economic downturn,” Jonathan Schiffer, 
senior credit officer at Moody’s in New York, said in 
the report. 

A cut by Moody’s would bring Ukraine in line with 
rankings by Standard & Poor’s and Fitch Ratings of B, 
which is five levels below investment grade. Both have 
the country on “negative” outlook, indicating they may 
fall further. S&P said Feb. 16 it may downgrade its 
rating more than one step, depending on clarification 
of how Ukraine will meet the requirements of its IMF 
loan program. 

The IMF approved its loan for Ukraine in November 
on condition that the government balance its budget this 
year. Tymoshenko’s Cabinet plans a 5 percent state-bud- 
get gap this year, putting the bailout in jeopardy. 

Yushchenko and Tymoshenko stood side by side dur- 
ing the 2004 Orange Revolution, which swept them 
into office on promises to raise living standards and 
move the country closer to the West. Since then, the 
two most powerful politicians have battled, as 
Yushchenko criticized the government’s wide budget 
gap and Tymoshenko refused to cut social spending. 

Inflation soared to 22.3 percent last month, the high- 
est level in Europe and more than the IMF’s year-end 
target of 17 percent. 

Ukraine’s growth slowed to 2.] percent last year, 
compared with 7.6 percent in the previous year. The 
economy may contract 9 percent this year, according 
to Alexander Morozov, the chief economist in Mos- 
cow for HSBC Holdings Plc, Europe’s biggest bank. 

“Moody’s rating review will examine whether or not 
these disagreements can be resolved in a constructive 
manner such that the IMF package continues to func- 
tion effectively,” according to the statement. 


(Press Office of the Embassy of Ukraine in Canada/UkrNews)— The 
Embassy of Ukraine in Canada, Canada-Ukraine Chamber of Commerce 
with support of the Government of Alberta, Embassy of Canada in Ukraine, 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Ukraine will be holding a Ukrainian-Canadian Business Forum to be held 
in Edmonton on May 20-22. 

Senior officials of the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine, Ministry of 
Agricultural Policy, Ministry of Environmental Protection, Ministry of 
Fuel and Energy, National Joint-Stock Company “Naftogaz Ukrayiny”, 
“Ukmatta” JSC, “ChornomorNaftoGaz” JSC, other public institutions and 
companies are invited to the Forum. 

From the Canadian side senior officials of the relevant public institu- 
tions, representatives from the Government and business, members of Par- 
liament will take part in the event. 

The main aim of the Business Forum is to discuss key issues of trade 
and economic relations between Canada and Ukraine including the possi- 
bility to create a free trade zone. 

Basic topics for discussion are as follows: 

» Energy (oil and gas production technologies, oil and gas pipe-lines 
construction, examining Ukrainian and Canadian experience of energy 
resources transit, nuclear energy, alternative energy sources and energy 
saving); 

» Agriculture, including agricultural machinery construction, plants pro- 
tection and breeding, agricultural high-tech; 

» Development of cooperation in marine shipping (Halifax, Vancouver, 

QOdesa). 
Within the framework of the Forum consideration of regional cooperation 
is envisaged. With this aim leadership and business representatives from 
Crimea, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Chernivtsi, Odesa, Dnipropetrovsk, 
Kherson oblasts, Lviv, Odesa as well as other Ukrainian oblasts and cities 
having or wishing to have partnership relations with the Canadian regions 
are invited. 

Alberta is one of the most developed Canadian provinces with power- 
ful economic infrastructure, particularly in the spheres of energy and agri- 
culture. There are more than 300,000 Ukrainians residing in Alberta, and 
its Premier — Edward Stelmach is of Ukrainian origin. 


IMF’s second tranche won’t 
help Ukraine overcome 
crisis, Pynzenyk says 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— Former Ukrainian Finance Minister Viktor 
Pynzenyk says the second tranche of the International Monetary Fund’s 
stand-by loan for Ukraine will not stabilize the situation on the country’s 
forex market or help in overcoming the economic crisis. 

“The International Monetary Fund’s tranche has no relation to this situ- 
ation... This is an instrument helping to lower risk, to smooth the process 
of adaptation to the crisis, and overcoming it. But foreign aid has never 
saved a country, unless the country itself has taken the right steps,” 
Pynzenyk said on the ICTV television channel on March 1. 

“Though the tranche hasn’t been provided yet, the issue remains open 
to discussion,” he stressed, adding that the IMF’s position, if it denies 
Ukraine the credit, is utterly clear. The IMF is expecting Ukrainian politi- 
cians to unite their efforts, he said. 

At the same time, if the IMF refuses to provide a credit to Ukraine, the 
country will have to deal with its problems on its own, the ex-minister 
said. 

On Feb. 12, Pynzenyk filed his resignation, saying he could not give up 
his principles of a balanced budget, minimal budget deficit, and non- 
emissionary sources for its financing. Ukraine’s parliament accepted his 
resignation on Feb. 17. 


Naftogaz pays Gazprom in full 


(RFE/RL/Reuters) — Ukrainian state energy firm Naftogaz has said it 
has fully paid Russian giant Gazprom for gas imported in February, be- 
fore a March 7 deadline. ; 

“Payment to Gazprom has been completed,” Naftogaz spokesman 
Valentyn Zemlyanski said by telephone. 

In a statement, Gazprom confirmed the payment. 

The Russian company said earlier that Ukraine’s February gas debt to- 
taled $360 million. 

Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin earlier warned Gazprom would 
cut off supplies to Ukraine should Naftogaz fail to settle the bill. 


Production index falls by 33.2% 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The index for the production of goods and ser- 
vices in key types of economic activities in Ukraine in fell by 33.2% in 
January, according to a monthly macroeconomic survey drawn up by the 
Economy Ministry. 

“The start of 2009 was characterized by continuing negative trends [seen 
since] the end of 2008. The deepening of the international financial crisis 
and shutting down of production facilities in some countries, a fall in de- 
mand and prices on the international commodity markets, a cut in financ- 
ing from almost all sources has affected the real economic sector,” reads 
the document. 


Call for Submissions 


KOBZAR 
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Presented every two 
years, the $25,000 
Award ($20,000 to 
author; $5,000 to 
publisher) recognizes a 
Canadian writer who 
best presents a 
Ukrainian Canadian 
theme with literary 
merit through poetry, 
plays, musicals, fiction, 
non-fiction or young 


The Kobzar Literary Award peoples literature. 


SUBMISSION DEADLINES: 


March 15, 2009 for award announced in March 2010 


March 15, 2011 for award announced in March 2012 
March 15, 2013 for award announced in March 2014 


Works may be submitted by writers, 
literary agents and publishers. 


For more information, contact by email: 
christine@shevchenkofoundation.com 


For submission terms view: kobzarliteraryaward.com 
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The Ukrainian Pre-Easter Bazaar 


(SUSK)—The Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Students’ Union held its 51st 
annual Congress at the St. Vladimir 
Institute in Toronto, Feb. 20-22. 
Over 65 delegates arrived from post- 
secondary institutions all across 
Canada, including representatives 
from three newly-established Ukrai- 
nian student organizations. Partici- 
pation nearly doubled for this, the 
second Congress since the revival 
of SUSK in Winnipeg in October of 
2007. 

The Congress kicked off Friday 
with an evening at Tryst, a down- 
town nightclub owned by two 
Ukrainian brothers. The formal pro- 
gram began on Saturday, with pre- 
sentations on anti-human trafficking 
by Anna Shabotynsky, Operation 
Wisla by Miroslaw Iwanek, third 
and fourth immigrant wave relations 
by Anastasia Baczynskyj, and the 
League of Ukrainian Canadians by 
Volodymyr Paslavskyi (Executive 
Director of LUC) and Taras 
Разіау5Куї (of the Ukrainica Re- 
search Institute). Students also had 
a chance to share their own experi- 
ences through student-led work- 
shops. Each Ukrainian student or- 
ganization had the opportunity to 
present a successful event they had 
organized followed by group discus- 
sions on the hardships experienced 
and how they were overcome. 

Saturday’s dinner at Golden Lion 
Restaurant consisted of a mix of del- 
egates, past SUSK presidents, and 
government and community leaders 
such as Borys Wrzesnewskyj (Lib- 
eral МР for Etobicoke Centre), Paul 
Grod (UCC President), Dr. Oleh 
Romanyshyn (keynote speaker, 
LUC President), Mykhailo 
Wawryshyn (UCPBF President), 
and others. The evening continued 
with a high-energy zabava during 
which DJ Paradise and bands Mo- 
saic and the Kavalery played to a ca- 
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SUSK holds 51st National Congress 


Back row (Left to right): Roman Storoshchuk, Volodymyr Viguiliouk, 
Danylo Korbabicz, Kolya Kalimin, Christina Andrusiv. Front row (Left to 
right): Tamara Mishchena, Christine Turenko, Marco Jacuta, Motria 
Spolsky, Vivian Zabuga, Andriy Wodoslawsky 


pacity crowd. 

George Wodoslawsky, Ukrainian 
Credit Union vice-chair, gave one 
final presentation on Sunday con- 
cerning successful sponsorship ap- 
plications. The Congress concluded 
with the passing of resolutions and 
the election of a new executive. 

Over the past year SUSK has 
worked hard to coordinate ideas, 
efforts, and resources of its mem- 
ber organizations. This year SUSK 
has contributed to the reformation 
of several dormant clubs and the cre- 
ation of new clubs. Newly-elected 
president Marco Jacuta has stated 
that he intends to focus on establish- 
ing the foundations for SUSK’s long 
term continuity, as well as building 
on the past successes of SUSK and 
developing new ones for the com- 
ing year. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Stu- 


dents’ Union National Executive 
2009-10 is: 

President: Marco Jacuta (Univer- 
sity of Alberta); VP Finance: 
Volodymyr Viguiliouk (York Uni- 
versity); VP West: Roman 
Storoshchuk (University of 
Calgary); VP Great Lakes: Andrij 
Wodoslawsky (University of 
Toronto); VP St. Lawrence: Vivian 
Zabuga (Concordia University); 
Secretary: Christine Turenko (Uni- 
versity of Toronto); External Rela- 
tions Director: Danylo Korbabicz 
(Carleton University); Internal Re- 
lations Director: Christina Andrusiv 
(McMaster University); Media Di- 
rector: Kolia Kalimin (Ontario Col- 
lege of Art and Design); Alumni Di- 
rector: Motria Spolsky (York Uni- 
versity); Executive Assistant: 
Natalia Markewyez (York Univer- 
sity); Past President: Tamara 
Mischena (University of Guelph). 


Government working to help newcomers 
get credentials recognized faster 


(UkrNews)—Diane Finley, Minister of we all succeed.” 
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Human Resources and Skills Development, 
and Jason Kenney, Minister of Citizenship, 
Immigration and Multiculturalism, on Feb. 27 
highlighted steps that the Government of 
Canada is taking to attract the best and the 
brightest individuals from around the world 
by helping them enter the Canadian work 
force more quickly. 

“We compete in a global marketplace where 
the knowledge of our work force is the key to 
our economy and our prosperity,” said Finley. 
“That’s why Canada’s Economic Action Plan 
will invest $50 million over two years to speed 
up the process of assessing and recognizing 
foreign qualifications.” 

This investment follows a meeting in Janu- 
ary, during which first ministers and territo- 
rial leaders agreed to take concerted action to 
develop a national framework for faster rec- 
ognition of foreign credentials. Labour min- 
isters were asked to develop the common 
framework by September 2009. 

“Previous governments ignored the issue 
of foreign credential recognition. In 2007, our 
government established the Foreign Creden- 
tials Referral Office, with an investment of 
$32.2 million over a five-year period,” said 
Kenney. “Today, 330 Service Canada Centres 
across the country help internationally trained 
professionals get the information they need 
to have their credentials assessed as quickly 
as possible. Our government wants to improve 
the integration of internationally trained work- 
ers into the Canadian labour force, so they 
can put their skills to good use for themselves 
and their families. When newcomers succeed, 


With the support of the Foreign Credential 
Recognition Program and the Foreign Creden- 
tials Referral Office, real progress is being 
made in addressing barriers to foreign creden- 
tial recognition in Canada. 

The $50-million investment under Canada’s 
Economic Action Plan will do four things: 

¢ Develop the principles that the federal, pro- 
vincial and territorial governments agree will 
guide the recognition of foreign credentials; 

» Develop standards for the timely treatment 
of those looking to have their qualifications 
recognized; 

» Establish the specific occupations that will 
be the first priority in developing recognition 
standards; and 

» Help people who want to come to Canada 
begin the process of licensure and accredita- 
tion while they are still overseas. 

Together, these activities ensure that inter- 
nationally educated professionals have their 
qualifications assessed and recognized in a 
manner that is fair, consistent, transparent and 
rigorous, and that newcomers can more 
swiftly pursue appropriate pathways to em- 
ployment. 

The $50-million investment for foreign cre- 
dential recognition is part of the Canada Skills 
and Transition Strategy, a comprehensive 
$8.3-billion action plan for Canadian work- 
ers, the unemployed and their families. The 
Government will provide income assistance 
and training and skills development support 
to come to the aid of those facing hardships 
in these difficult times. For more information, 
visit http://www.hrsde.ge.ca. 


